
Using Sources: Paraphrases, Direct Quotes, and Citations 

 

There are two ways to use information you find in a source: direct quotes and 

paraphrasing. 
 

Paraphrasing: 

 

• Paraphrasing is putting someone else’s ideas or information into your own 

words. You keep the same meaning but say it differently. 

 

• Generally, a paraphrase should be a succinct summary of the original 

passage or material. If your paraphrase is longer than the original quote, 

use a direct quote. 

 

• Paraphrases must be parenthetically cited. It is also good to indicate in 

the text that you are paraphrasing/using someone else’s information or 

ideas. 

 

Direct Quotes:  

 

• Use a direct quote when the author of a source has stated something in 

such a way that to paraphrase would be to lose or diminish or confuse the 

original meaning or intent. One might also use a direct quote when 

something is stated in a particularly interesting or effective way. 

 

• When using a direct quote, be sure to reproduce exactly the original 

passage, including unusual spelling, grammar, and punctuation. If 

changes need to be made for the sake of clarity, use brackets—[   ]—to 

indicate the change. Omissions of original text would be indicated with 

an ellipses ( . . . ). 

 

• The parenthetical citation for the direct quote comes after the end 
quotation marks but before the end punctuation, unless a specific 

punctuation mark (such as an exclamation mark or a question mark) is 

part of the quote. 

 

• For quotes longer than a few lines, use the block form. Offset the entire 
quote an inch (two tabs), but continue to double space. The 

parenthetical citation comes after the end punctuation. 

 



Using Parenthetical Citations 

 

What do they do? 

 
• Parenthetical citations are used to indicate to the reader that information 

from an outside source has just been used. They also tell the reader which 

source and what page 

 

• They refer the reader to a specific source listed on the Bibliography or 

works cited page 

 

When are they used? 

 

• When switching between one source and another 

o Ex: The toughest job for the circus clown is to learn a new routine 

(“Clowns” 74). However, many clowns enjoy this element of the job, 

and often look forward to the new challenge (“Circus Jobs for All” 

14). 

 

• When providing information from different pages of the same source 

o Ex: Many clowns earn between $18,000 and $24,000 a year 

(“Clowns” 78). However, they can often earn extra money by 

working special events, such as birthday parties and store openings 

(“Clowns” 82). 

 

• Immediately after a direct quote 

o Ex: “Despite a flood of new, less experienced clowns, the most 

veteran performers often have no difficulties in obtaining 

employment” (“Smith 21). 

 

• At the end of each paragraph, whether or not a new source is being used 

in the next paragraph 
 

What do they look like? 

 

• Parenthetical citations are always surrounded by parenthesis 

 
• They use only as much of the bibliographic citation as is necessary to 

distinguish them from the other sources 

 
• They contain the page number where the information can be found 

 



Sample Paraphrases, Direct Quotes, and Citations 

 

*****Remember: in your paper all of this would be double-spaced***** 

 

� Source 1: 
 

Shuman, R. Baird. “To Kill a Mockingbird.” Masterplots II: Juvenile and Young 
Adult Fiction Series. 1991. Magill On Literature Plus. Wesner Library. 

12/12/2005 <http://web28.epnet.com>. 

 

� Original Text: 
 

To Kill a Mockingbird functions on several thematic levels. The novel is essentially 

about justice, but justice run amok rather than justice fulfilled. Still, the 

implication is that a better society is emerging. Scout and Jem are relatively 

color-blind despite the environment in which they were reared. They also learn 

through their encounters with Boo Radley not to make hasty judgments about 

the people they know only through rumor or slight contact.  

 

In one scene, an unaccustomed snow falls in Maycomb. Scout makes a 

snowman, but there is not enough snow to make a very good one, so she 

fashions one of mud and pats snow onto it to create the effect. Soon the air 

warms and the snow melts, leaving the muddy frame of her snowman. When it 

snows again, the frame is covered, re-creating the snowman she had made 

earlier. Much of the thematic structure of the novel is found in this scene in 

which the snowman is both white and colored and in which its color is a 

superficial quality. That Tom’s trial cannot go well is a foregone conclusion. 

Through this failure of the justice system, however, Scout and Jem both come to 

realize that one must not give up fighting for the rights of the oppressed and for 

equal justice for all people, as their father has done in this case.  

 

The Finch children go to school, but that is not where they receive the bulk of 

their education. They learn from their father and from the society surrounding 

them the lessons they need to internalize to function one day as productive 

adults. It has been pointed out that this novel creates its dramatic tensions by 
presenting opposing themes and exploring them simultaneously. Among these 

themes are prejudice and acceptance, appearances and realities, fear and 
courage, blind adherence to social norms and informed, conscientious 

deviation from them.  

 
� Paraphrase with an embedded quote: 
 

In one way, the book is about how even though society may not always be just, 
it can get better. Despite their environment the kids are able to see beyond 



race and learn not to judge people too quickly. The lesson they learn from Tom 

Robinson’s trial is symbolized by the snowman the kids made, in that the color of 

the snowman was unimportant and transitory. They get most of their education 

not at school, but from Atticus and from the town they live in. Some say the 
novel “creates its dramatic tensions by presenting opposing themes” to show 

that there are usually two or more sides to any issue (Shuman 3). 

 

� Sample Direct Quotes with Omissions and Changes: 
 

“In one scene . . . Scout makes a snowman, but there is not enough snow to 

make a very good one, so she fashions one of mud and pats snow onto it to 

create the effect” (Shuman 3) 

 

“The Finch children go to school, but that is not where they receive the bulk of 

their education. [Scout and Jem] learn from [Atticus] and from the society 

surrounding them the lessons they need to internalize to function one day as 

productive adults” (Schuman 3). 

 

� Source 2: 
 

Prevost, Verbie Lovorn. “To Kill a Mockingbird.” The Sixties in America. 1999. 

Magill On Literature Plus. Wesner Library. 12/12/2005 

<http://web28.epnet.com>. 

 

� Original Text: 
 

Although frequently referred to as a regional novel, To Kill a Mockingbird quickly 

proved to have universal appeal. A best-seller, it received mixed critical reviews 

but was awarded the Pulitzer Prize and soon became one of the most widely 

read contemporary novels in U.S. high schools. Objections to its mild profanity, 

inclusion of racial epithets, depiction of hypocrisy in religion, and reference to 

rape led to occasional short-term censorship in public schools and libraries but 
ultimately only increased the popularity of the novel. Written during one of the 

most turbulent periods of race relations in the United States, To Kill a Mockingbird 

effectively reflects and indicts the social code of the South, which conflicted 

with established law in failing to provide justice for all, regardless of race. As race 

relations were being tested in both the courts and the streets, readers 
responded emotionally and intellectually to a literary work that advocated 

equal justice for all humanity.  

 
� Paraphrase: 
 

The novel, despite being seen as having a regional focus, was soon found to 

appeal to everyone. It won the Pulitzer Prize and is now one of the most-read 



modern novels in U.S. high schools. Some people object to its coarse language, 

racial slurs, the way it shows religion unfavorably, and the subject of the rape; 

however, these complaints have only increased support for the book. The book 

was written during a turbulent time in American history and caused an 
emotional reaction in readers as it showed the conflict between the social 

customs in the South and the law in regards to race (Prevost 2).  

 

� Sample of a Block Quote: 
 

To Kill a Mockingbird has been a target of criticism since it was first published. 

People objected 

. . . to its mild profanity, inclusion of racial epithets, depiction of hypocrisy 

in religion, and reference to rape led to occasional short-term censorship 

in public schools and libraries but ultimately only increased the popularity 

of the novel. (Prevost 2) 

Not only did the novel cause problems in the Sixties, but it also is still a much 

debated and challenged book in high schools today. 

 

� Source 3: 
 

“Lee, Harper.” World Authors 10950-1097. 1975. Wilson Web. Wesner Library. 

12/12/2005 <http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com>. 

 

� Original Text 1: 
 

The majority of critics thought it, if not a book of enduring stature, a first novel of 

remarkable achievement and greater promise; it was called "a welcome 

draught of fresh air" and the work of "a skilled, unpretentious, and totally 

ingenuous writer who slides unconcernedly and irresistibly back and forth 

between being sentimental, tough, melodramatic, acute, and funny." It 
became something like a fixture on the best-seller lists, was an alternate choice 

of the Book-of-the-Month Club, a Literary Guild selection, and a Reader's Digest 

Condensed Book. It won for Miss Lee the 1961 Pulitzer, a Brotherhood Award, 

and several lesser prizes; was translated into many foreign languages; and 

inspired an excellent film. 
 

� Paraphrase: 
 

Most critics didn’t see it as becoming a classic, but did say that it was a very 

good first novel, praising Lee’s complex voice and simple style of writing. It 

became a best seller and won several awards, including the Pulitzer Prize, and 

was translated into other languages and became a movie (“Lee, Harper” 2). 



 

� Original Text 2: 
 

No second novel has appeared, but one is promised; it is also to be about 
southern small-town life, "the last refuge of eccentrics." Miss Lee believes "that 

there is something universal in this little world, something decent to be said for it, 

and something to lament in its passing." Her chief literary debt is to Jane Austen, 

"writing, cameo-like, in that little corner of the world of hers and making it 

universal." She herself writes so slowly and revises so much that she calls herself 

"more a rewriter than writer." Harper Lee is dark-eyed, with dark straight hair 

flecked with gray. She has been called tomboyish, "plump and pretty and 

unpretentious." Her main interests, she says, are "collecting memoirs of 

nineteenth-century clergymen, golf, crime, and music." She is a Methodist. 

 

� Paraphrase: 
 

Lee has planned a second novel about life in a small town, a setting she 

believes has a positive but passing place in this culture. Her main literary role-

model is Jane Austen, who also created universal themes using a limited 

environment. Lee says that her writing is slow and meticulous, involving many 

revisions. (“Lee, Harper” 2) 

 

� Sample Direct Quote with Text Flag: 
 

According to a biography of Lee in World Authors 1950-1970, “No second novel 

has appeared, but one is promised; it is also to be about southern small-town 

life, ‘the last refuge of eccentrics’” ( “Lee, Harper” 2). 

 


