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Dear Parents, Community & CCUSD Staff –
On Tuesday, May 10, 2022 the Cave Creek Unified Governing Board
unanimously adopted a resolution for a fifteen percent (15%) maintenance
and operation budget override election to be held on November 8, 2022. I would like to briefly answer some
questions to help educate people in order for them to have the facts surrounding their upcoming vote.
Q: What exactly would a successful passing of an override mean to Cave Creek Unified School District?
A successful passing of an Override will be used to:
• Increase teacher and staff salaries to help CCUSD attract and retain qualified staff.
• Invest in Career, Technical and Vocational Education, including Computer Science, Engineering,
Coding, and JROTC.
• Support academic programs including Advanced Placement (AP), elementary enrichment
programs, gifted/honors, International Baccalaureate (IB), and World Languages.
• Support student and staff safety.
• Maintain class sizes.
• Fund stipends for hard to fill positions and special education teachers.
• Reduce student fees, including athletics.
• Reduce the District’s need to eliminate effective programs and services to students and parents.
Q: How much of this override would be used on administration?
Zero. No override funds will be used for salaries of administrators.
Q: What types of audits are required of the Cave Creek Unified School District?
Arizona school districts are subject to many different types of audits. In the past year the Cave Creek Unified
School District has undergone the following audits and analysis:
• Independent Auditors Heinfeld Meech, CPA
o Annual compliance audit
o Single audit (covers the entire organization’s financial operations)
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Arizona Department of Education
o ADM audit performed by the Audit division
o Grant fiscal monitoring performed by Grants division
o Special Education program monitoring performed ESS Department
Arizona Auditor General
o Classroom spending report
o School district financial risk analysis
Public Consulting Group
o Comprehensive compliance review for the Medicaid School Based Claiming program
(MIPS)

Q: Why is the District asking voters to approve an override when the State of Arizona increased funding
for schools?
An override allows the District to offer competitive salaries to attract and retain highly qualified staff to serve our
students. Currently, CCUSD teacher pay ranks in the bottom 15% compared to other Arizona school districts.
CCUSD lags behind surrounding school districts competing for teachers and staff. Since all school districts will
be receiving the increase in funding, this gap will still exist because almost every school district in Maricopa
County has approved M&O override funds to pay their teachers and staff higher wages.
Q: Is the override a tax increase?
Yes. The override would be a $0.21 property tax increase, which would be $122 a year for a homeowner with a
limited property value of $582,790 (the limited property value is the home value the county uses to assess the
taxable value of a home). However, because the State Equalization Tax was eliminated in 2022 reducing
property tax by .4263 = $248.44 or $20.70 per month. Even with the Override property taxes will be lower.
Q: How is the current override related to the EVIT partnership voted on in November 2018?
In 2018, the voters of Cave Creek Unified School District approved joining the East Valley Institute of Technology
(EVIT), which is a Career and Technical Education District (CTED). This partnership has allowed students from
Cactus Shadows High School the opportunity to attend Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs at a
state of the art CTE facility in Mesa beginning in 2019.
The CTED is able to pool resources across districts to provide programming in career fields that require
specialized equipment, facilities and instructors–resources most districts cannot afford to do on their own. For
example, fire science, emergency medical technician (EMT), welding, aviation, automotive technologies, and
cosmetology are programs EVIT campuses are able to offer that CCUSD could never offer due to funding and
facilities.
• CSHS currently offers five CTE programs on campus that require limited specialized equipment and can
be housed in a typical classroom (i.e. business, sports medicine, culinary, and digital communication).
• The override will assist in providing additional CTE programs on Cactus Shadows High School’s campus.
These programs could include programs such as JROTC, Engineering, Healthcare, and Information
Technology.
• The override will assist in providing experiences for students in elementary and middle school to engage
in career exploration activities that are aligned with our high school programs creating unified pathways
to future careers. These pathways could include programs such as coding, entrepreneurship, multimedia
communication and healthcare.
Q: How do I know the money will be spent as indicated?
Arizona law is very specific in how school districts can spend the money they receive. The expenditures of the
override will be presented to the Governing Board monthly and audited annually. A citizen oversight committee
will be created to review override expenditures.
Q: What does the Wallethub article tell us about CCUSD?
Wallethub Article Arizona School District Data
Wallethub National School District Data
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The Cave Creek Unified School District has the highest income per household in the State with the lowest tax
rates. This means that we receive less money to spend per student than other districts. The article explains that
there is a greater disparity between CCUSD household income levels and expenditures per pupil than any other
Arizona district.
• CCUSD receives lower funding per student than neighboring districts (Scottsdale, Paradise Valley, Deer
Valley) because local CCUSD voters have not supported a budget override since 2007 to increase per
pupil funding.
• Homes in the Cave Creek Unified School District enjoy some of the lowest tax rates in the state.
• The State of Arizona ranks around 48th in the nation in providing per pupil funding for education.
• The CCUSD Governing Board voted 5‐0 to place a budget override on the November ballot which would
decrease the gap between income levels and expenditures per pupil if passed by voters.
Q: How long is an override in effect?
The District’s M&O budget override election provides funding to the District for seven years. This additional
funding would start in the 2023‐2024 school year. Voters will be asked to reauthorize the override by the fifth
year or the District will receive reduced funding in year six and a further reduction of funding in year seven. After
year seven, the override expires and funding is reduced to zero if not reauthorized.
Q: Why is the District asking voters to approve an override when the State of Arizona increased funding
for schools?
An override allows the District to offer competitive salaries to attract and retain highly qualified staff to serve our
students. Currently, CCUSD teacher pay ranks in the bottom 15% compared to other Arizona school districts.
CCUSD lags behind surrounding school districts competing for teachers and staff. Since all school districts will
be receiving the increase in funding, this gap will still exist because almost every school district in Maricopa
County has approved M&O override funds to pay their teachers and staff higher wages.
Q: What is a Maintenance and Operations budget override?
An M&O override seeks voter permission to exceed the “revenue control limit”, which is a spending limit set forth
in the Arizona Constitution since 1980. This law allows school districts to ask voters for direct funding to
supplement budget allocations from the State Legislature. With approximately 85% of the maintenance and
operations budget used for staff salaries and related benefit costs for the District’s employees, community
support is necessary to offer competitive wages and maintain the excellent programs and services that CCUSD
offers beyond the basic state standard.
Q: Do other school districts have a 15% M&O override in place?
There are 55 districts in Maricopa County, 48 districts currently have an M&O override in place. Out of the seven
that do not have an override, six of them have under 760 students. Cave Creek Unified School District is the
largest district in Maricopa County without an override – currently serving approximately 4,600 students.
Q: What is the difference between a bond and an M&O override?
Bonds allow the district additional funding to use for capital items, such as new buildings, additions to buildings,
land, school buses, and renovations to buildings, furniture, equipment and technology. An override is used for
“people and programs.” They fund operational expenses including salaries, benefits, supplies, purchased
services, utilities, and insurance. An override allows a district to exceed its budget limit up to 15%.
Q: What happens if the M&O budget override is not approved?
If an override is not approved, the CCUSD will struggle to retain and attract highly qualified teachers and lose
staff to surrounding school districts that can offer more competitive salaries. In addition, the District will have to
consider the following:
• Closing a school.
• Redrawing attendance boundaries for our schools, which could include repurposing our schools.
• Reducing transportation options.
• Increasing class sizes.
• Increasing student fees.
• Reductions in operation and maintenance services.
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Reducing, adjusting and potentially eliminating student programs.

Q: Many community members donate up to $400 to a school each year to obtain the Arizona tax credit.
Why doesn’t the District just find new ways to get more people to donate?
By statute, tax credit monies must be used for extracurricular support for students. The District could not legally
use it for regular expenditures such as new teachers, salaries, benefits, supplies or utilities. Tax credit funding
is important for providing those out of school day opportunities for students, but it doesn’t provide more money
for the District to spend. Expenditures of tax credit money in the classroom are prohibited by statute.
Q: What is the District’s history of overrides?
The District last passed an override in 2007, which expired in 2014.
Q: How does Arizona fund schools?
Arizona funds its schools based on the number of students and the miles students are transported. It is formula‐
based funding and a school District’s budget limit does not increase or decrease if the assessed property value
in the District changes. Arizona provides a specific dollar amount per student for maintenance and operational
expenses (salaries, benefits, supplies, services, utilities) and for capital (furniture, equipment, technology,
vehicles, textbooks, library books, instructional aids).
We look forward to seeing you in our schools. One Team
Cort Monroe, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Design courtesy: Bertram Signs & Graphics - http://www.bertramsigns.com/

Superintendent’s Coffee
The first Superintendent’s Coffee of the year is October 14 from 9:30-10:30am at Black Mountain Elementary School. Meet
with Cabinet Members: Ms. Marcie Rodriguez, CFO; Dr. Frank Hendricsen, Executive Director of Human Resources; Dr.
Patty Jensen, Executive Director of Elementary Services; Mrs. Nancy Scott, Executive Director of Secondary Services; Dr.
Cort Monroe, Superintendent; and BMES Principal, Mr. Matt Owsley. Please RSVP to jscotto@ccusd93.net no later than
October 11, 2022.
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One Team Administrator of the month…
CONGRATULATIONS to Dani Danielak-Moehr, Director of Transportation. Dani was chosen as the September One Team
Administrator of the month and received a $100 Amazon gift card generously donated by Veregy – THANK YOU Dani!

5

COME JOIN OUR TEAM
Click below for opportunities at CCUSD!
https://ccusd93.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx

Support our Business, Educational & Community Partners
Click here
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Congratulations to our September Employees of the month…

Thank you to our business partners Noah Kendrick Wealth Management and The Summit
Diner for sponsoring this event
CCUSD District Office Food Drive…
CCUSD District Office organized a food drive for the Foothills Food Bank commemorating National Food Bank Day on
September 2. The food drive ran for two weeks and the district office employees donated 7 crates of food! THANK YOU
for giving back to the community!
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How can I log into my child’s library account?
To view your student's school library catalog or library history, please access the library through the school's homepage or
your child's Clever account. Your student may need to log in with his/her Google credentials. Please reach out directly to
your school's library aide if you have any additional questions.

Sign up for the series by contacting Lori Haye in the Business Services Department:
lhaye@ccusd93.net
CCUSD’s Business Services Department…
Congratulations to CCUSD’s CFO, Ms. Marcie Rodriguez and the Business Services Department who received
the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting to Cave Creek Unified School District No. 93 for its annual
comprehensive financial report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021. The report has been judged by an
impartial panel to meet the high standards of the program, which includes demonstrating a constructive "spirit of
full disclosure" to clearly communicate its financial story and motivate potential users and user groups to read
the report.
The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting and
financial reporting, and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a government and its
management.
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Cave Creek Unified School District Presents:

Parent Academy
Parent Academy is a series of professional speakers to inform parents about special topics that may
impact our young people and community. Please join us for these virtual sessions. Register by
completing the online form and a link will be emailed to you the day of the presentation.
FALL 2022
Date and Time

Topic

Register

Wednesday, October 12th, 6:00 Human Trafficking
pm

Register Here

Wednesday, November 2nd
6:00 pm

Anti-Bullying

Register Here

Wednesday, December 7th,
6:00 pm

Stephanie Siete Presents:
Chemicals of Concern

Register Here

Spring speaker line up will be released in November.
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Patriots Day around CCUSD…
BMES’ First Responder Breakfast and ceremony held on September 9 – see all the pictures here:
https://express.adobe.com/page/qC7rDo0rhOG1u/

LMES’ Students wrote notes and decorated cards for First Responders

HTES’ students wore Red, White & Blue for Patriots Day

Sonoran Trials Middle School Students wore red, white and blue and wrote notes of thanks to our first responders.
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Constitution Day at Horseshoe Trails
Preschool…
Earlier last month, in honor of Constitution Day on
September 17th, the youngest learners on the HTES’
campus learned about the U.S. Constitution. All grade
levels did different activities that highlighted the
importance of being an informed citizen.

CSHS’ CSPress…
CSHS’s student run newspaper, CSPress, was awarded
a Crown Award by Columbia Scholastic Press
Association in April, 2022. There were a total of 817
publications eligible for judging from across the United
States. In their media release they said, “The Crown
judges were sensitive to the challenges imposed by the
COVID-19 pandemic and its effects on student
publication production. Despite the many difficulties that
arose, these Crown Award-winning publications
flourished and produced awe-inspiring work.

Cactus Shadows High School –
Commended Students…
The following seniors have been named as
Commended Students in the 2023 National Merit
Scholarship Program: Francesca Douglas; Paul
Plato, and Jacob Rollins. About 34,000 Commended
Students throughout the nation are being recognized for
this exceptional academic promise. Although they will
not continue in the 2023 competition for National Merit
Scholarship awards, Commended Students placed
among the top 50,000 students who entered the 2023
competition by taking the 2021 preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT).

Did you miss the IB Students’ Governing
Board Forum?
CSHS IB students hosted a Governing Board
Candidate Forum on September 21 at CSHS’
Fine Arts Center – if you missed it, here’s the link:
https://youtu.be/0GZJUqDMS3U

STMS NJHS Induction…
Congratulations to the students from Sonoran Trails Middle School who were inducted into the National Junior Honor
Society earlier last month. These students exemplify the leadership qualities of: Service; Leadership; Character;
Citizenship; Scholarship. We are beyond proud of you.
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CCUSD’s Business Partners Breakfast…
We are so grateful to our amazing business community! In September we hosted our first Business
Partner’s Breakfast of the 22-23 school year. Over 120 professionals gathered to network and learn
more about our District. Wow, so much energy to support our students! We kicked off the morning with
a special performance by the Cactus Shadows High School Pep Band. Thank you to Nations Group
for sponsoring this event. Next breakfast is January 25, 2023 sponsored by The Hatcher Group – Baird
Private Wealth Management.

CSHS Pep Band

Danny Piacquadio – Harold’s Cave Creek Corral

Dr. Monroe presenting to the business professionals

BMES Principal Matt Owsley with former BMES
Student, now a senior at CSHS, Carter Nelson!
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CSHS’ own Jules Rodriguez and Maya
Ochoa…

Lone Mountain Elementary School – Solar
ovens…

Congratulations to Jules Rodriguez and Maya Ochoa
- CSHS Class of 2022. They are the recipients of the
College Board National Hispanic Recognition Award
because of their academic achievements in school
and outstanding performance on the PSAT/NMSQT
and/or AP Exams. Click here for more information.

These LMES Eagles enjoyed S’mores cooked in their
solar ovens earlier last month!

Sonoran Trails Middle School – College
Spirit Day…
STMS had a college spirit day earlier last month – way
to go Stingers!

Horseshoe Trails Elementary School Stallion Strong
Students for September!
Congratulations to HTES’ Stallion Strong Students for the
month of September! Stallion Strong Students are
nominated by their teachers and one student is chosen
per grade level each month for demonstrating exemplary
character, work ethic, and kindness. Emmett W. –
Preschool; Grace M. – Kindergarten; Ella N. - First Grade;
Anabelle N. - Second Grade; Mariela H. - Third Grade;
Paris P. - Fourth Grade; Morgan P. - Fifth Grade; and
Trent O. - Sixth Grade

BMES 1st grade reading buddies…

MAKE A DIFFERENCE –DON’T FORGET TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 8!
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CSHS First Pep Rally...

Grandparents Breakfast at BMES…

CSHS held their first Big Blue Pep Rally earlier this
month to get geared up for the first home game of the
season – GO FALCONS!

Sonoran Trails Middle School
Superintendent’s Student Cadre…
STMS had their first superintendent's cadre meeting in
September. Dr. Monroe, Mrs. Sarraino and Mrs. Scott
spent an hour with these amazing students to discuss
critical issues at the middle school, the district, and our
community. We are so proud of our students who
attended. They were honest, respectful, and had
incredible discussions. We look forward to the next one!

See all the pictures here:
https://express.adobe.com/page/qC7rDo0rhOG1u/
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CCUSD’s September Students of the Month…
Congratulations to Ashton Cope - Black Mountain Elementary School; Tesher Kniffen - Lone Mountain
Elementary School; Ben Woolston - Horseshoe Trails Elementary School; Sofia Garcia - Desert Sun Academy;
Harrison Blackburn - Desert Willow Elementary School; Blaise Besemer - Sonoran Trails Middle School; Noah
Edgin - Cactus Shadows High School; and Grant Pipher - Cactus Shadows High School. The students were
honored at the September 12, 2022 Governing Board Meeting.

CCUSD’s September Student Leader of the Month…
Congratulations to Ayden Schure, Cactus Shadows High School’s Student Leader of the Month. Ayden was
invited to sit on the dais next Dr. Monroe and participate in the September 12, 2022 Governing Board meeting.
Here is Ayden’s bio…
I am a senior at Cactus Shadows High School. I am so honored to be sitting on the dais tonight
as the first student leader of the governing board. Over my 4 years of being a falcon, I have
realized that there is a place for everyone at Cactus Shadows, whether that be on the football
team, or on student council. However, for me, I had to work to create a place for myself at Cactus
Shadows. I chose to be part of the International Baccalaureate program, which requires you to
take some of the hardest classes available at Cactus Shadows. Over my two years in this
program, I have created strong ties of friendship with my peers, and my teachers. I am so happy
that Cactus Shadows has provided me with this opportunity to find my place within the IB program.
Additionally, I founded a chapter of Amnesty International at Cactus Shadows. This club has
worked to create a sense of community between like-minded individuals at Cactus Shadows, and
is a home for students who don't feel accepted anywhere else. I am so happy that our school now
has a chapter, so future students can find their place at Cactus Shadows within Amnesty. Lastly,
I am the co-president of the Environmental Club at our school. In this club, our members work to
create a green and clean campus where all students can learn and thrive. As my time at Cactus
Shadows is coming to a close, I am so thankful that Cactus Shadows has allowed me to create
my own place in IB, Amnesty International, and Environmental Club.

17

ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?

Maricopa County Voter Dashboard
Check your voter registration status here on the Maricopa County Elections
Department website. If you’re not registered to vote, you can get forms and
information here – also on the Maricopa County Elections Department website.
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STMS Mountain Bike Team…
Congratulations to Olivia P. who placed first in the Mountain Bike Team competition…

STMS Stinger Robotics…
Stinger Robotics had a blast at their kickoff event for the F.I.R.S.T Tech Challenge this year at ASU’s Memorial Union! The
annual challenge was revealed and they attended workshops where they learned about sensors, programming, mechanical
design, the engineering process and how to document throughout the season! They are so excited to get back to STMS
and start building! Some veteran Stingers came to support their old team from the Engineering College at ASU and even
all the way from Embry Riddle! We truly are ONE TEAM!
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Arizona’s Tax Credit Program

Arizona's tax law (ARS 43-1089.01) allows families a tax credit of up to $400 if they contribute to
extracurricular activities in public schools. Individuals can give up to $200. Contributions that are made
on or before the fifteenth day of the fourth month (April 15), following the close of the taxable year, may
be applied to either the current or preceding taxable year and is considered to have been made the last
day of that taxable year.
Extracurricular activities are school-sponsored activities that may require enrolled students to
pay a fee, including fees for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extracurricular activities.
Character education programs.
Standardized testing fees for college credit or readiness offered by a widely recognized and
accepted educational testing organization.
Preparation courses and materials for standardized testing.
The career and technical education industry certification assessment.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation training pursuant to A.R.S. 15-718.01.

From and after June 30, 2019 through June 30, 2024, these items are also Tax Credit eligible:
•
•
•

Capital items (example: furniture, furnishings, athletic equipment, computer software, pupil &
nonpupil transportation vehicles & equipment, textbooks, instructional aids, library books)
Student consumable health care supplies (example: tissues, hand wipes, bandages)
Playground equipment, shade structures for playground equipment

A single individual or a head of household can use the tax credit for $200. A married couple filing a
joint return can use the tax credit for $400. Tax credit donations made on or before April 15th may be
applied to either the current or preceding tax year.
More information can be found here: https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/4775
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What’s happening at Desert Foothills Library?
October, November & December 2022 – Student Calendar
Information for events: Contact Heather Wurr, Youth & Teen Services Manager, Desert Foothills Library, 480-4882286, hwurr@dfla.org, www.dfla.org Where: All events below take place at Desert Foothills Library, 38443 North
Schoolhouse Road, Cave Creek, 85331 All programs are free and do not require registration unless otherwise
noted. Library Closed: Monday, September 5th for Labor Day
Library Closed: Monday, October 10th in observance of Indigenous People’s Day; Friday, November 11th in observance
of Veteran’s Day; Thursday, November 24th and Friday, November 25th in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday
Weekend; Saturday, December 24th and Monday, December 26th in observance of the Christmas Holiday Weekend; and
Saturday, December 31st in observance of New Year’s Eve.
Bricks & Books Club - Last Monday of the Month, 3:45-4:45pm
At each meeting we will discuss the book we’ve read and then build a LEGO challenge set by Miss Heather related to the
events of the book. Building with LEGOs will reinforce problem solving skills, planning skills, and STEAM thinking as well
as provide a fun way to interpret the book. Free copies of the books will be available in the library for registrants to keep.
Please read the book before the meeting. October: The Dragon in the Library by Louie Stowell November: Jack and the
Geniuses at the Bottom of the World by Bill Nye and Gregory Mone This program is intended for 3rd through 7th graders.
RSVP online at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
Family Storytime - Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30-11:00am
Children ages 1 to 4 years old and their families are encouraged to join Miss Heather for a storytime featuring
developmentally appropriate songs, movement, & stories to foster early literacy skills. Afterwards, there will be a craft or
activity to expand upon storytime. This program is intended for ages 1 to 4. Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
Elementary Craft Group - First Tuesday of the Month, 4:30pm-5:30pm
Come by the Imagination Lab and craft to your heart’s content! Miss Heather will lead the group through a different craft
each month. If participants finish the scheduled craft, they may continue to express their creativity with other materials. All
supplies and a snack will be provided. This program is intended for ages 6-11. RSVP online at dfla.org | Questions,
please call 480-488-2286
LEGO Challenge - Second Tuesday of the Month, 4:30pm-5:30pm
Stretch your imagination and building skills using the library’s collection of LEGOs to meet the challenge Miss Heather set
for you. Each month will have a different challenge requiring use of your imagination, critical thinking skills, and more! The
sky is the limit with how you meet the challenge. This program is suited for children 6-11 years old. Questions, please
call 480-488-2286
Full STEAM Ahead - Third Tuesday of the Month, 4:30-5:30pm
Delve into a new topic related to science, technology, engineering, arts, and math in this monthly program! Each session
allows children to discover new knowledge and ways of thinking with hands on experiments and activities. This program
is intended for children ages 8-11. RSVP online at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
Astrology for Teens - Last Tuesday of the Month, 4:30pm-5:30pm
For teens interested in delving into astrology, join local professional astrologer, TikTok phenomenon, and college student
Faith Rosky for first an introduction, then a deep dive into the divination art of astrology. Each session will feature a
different topic. October: Birth Charts – Big 3, what each planet means, general compatibility across signs, and what the
houses mean November: Synastry – past lives, how to find your perfect partner, important placements to consider,
venus and mars signs This program is intended for ages 13 to 18. RSVP online at dfla.org | Questions, please call
480-488-2286
Storytime for Preschool & Kindergarteners - Wednesdays starting October 12th, 3:30pm-4:00pm
In this new afterschool storytime, children ages 4 to 6 and their grownups are invited to join Miss Heather in learning
about what makes a book a book while fostering early literacy skills and development through reading, discussion, and
activities. This program is intended for ages 4 to 6. Questions, please call 480-488-2286
All About Anime - Thursday, October 20, 3:00-4:00pm; Thursday, November 3, 3:00-4:00pm
Love anime & manga? Want to learn more about the genre? Come to the Teen Room to discuss your favorite
anime/manga with other teens who share your interests! Each month will feature a different anime/manga related activity
to do while we chat. This program is intended for ages 13-18. Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
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Teen Book Talk - Thursday, October 27, 3:00-4:00pm; Thursday, November 17, 3:00-4:00pm
Ever read a book but don’t know anyone to talk to about it? This club solves that problem! Come chat with Teen Librarian
Heather and other teens who love reading. Come tell us all about your favorite – or most hated – book. Heather will start
off each session with an introduction to a new YA book. A new craft or activity will be available to do during each meeting.
This program is intended for ages 13-18. Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
Baby Storytime - First and Third Friday of the Month, 10:30-11:00am
Children ages 0 to 18 months and families are invited to join Miss Heather for a storytime featuring songs, rhymes,
movement, & stories to stimulate language and literacy development. This program is for ages 0 to 18 months.
Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
Little Explorers: Sensory Playdate - Second and Fourth Friday of the Month, 10:30-11:00am
No Meetings In November Due To The Holiday Conflicts - Young children are just starting to explore and understand
the world. Part of this is through sensory play and exploration where children encounter different shapes, textures, colors
and objects. Manipulating objects expands imagination, encourages cooperation, develops problem-solving and fine
motor skills. Activities will rotate each month between sensory bins, kinetic sand, water table, building toys and
manipulatives, and more! This program is intended for ages 5 and under. Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
Jubilate Music Classes - Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays
Jubilate Conservatory of Music, sponsored by Kiwanis, is open to children of all ages. As a school of classical music,
young students learn to read and write music through in-person music classes at Desert Foothills Library. Violin, viola,
cello and choir will be instructed in an after-school format. Information about and schedule details for Jubilate
Conservatory of Music can be found at jubilateconservatoryofmusic.org. Saturday Music Classes are offered free of
tuition. Instruments are not provided. If you are interested in joining, please contact Laya Field for more information
at jubilateconservatoryofmusic@gmail.com.
Halloween Party with Wendy the Witch - Tuesday, October 18, 10:30am-12:00pm
Come celebrate all things Halloween! The morning will start with a storytime led by Wendy the Witch, followed by face
painting and trick-or-treating around the library. Children (and adults!) are encouraged to wear costumes! This program is
suited for children 1-7 years old.
Mini Tales: Read to a Miniature Pony! - Saturday, October 22, 11:00am-12:00pm
Tender Little Hearts is equine assisted nonprofit that offers literacy promotion programs for young readers. They will be
bringing miniature horses to Desert Foothills library for children to read to them. This unique experience is intended to
build confidence in young readers because after all, a diminutive equine isn’t going to pass any judgement but will simply
“listen”. This program is intended for children ages 4 to 11. RSVP online at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480-4882286
Mrs. Claus Comes to Town - Thursday, December 1, 10:30am-11:30am
She’s magical… Children ADORE her… She’s timeless… And… She’s the cutest 500-year-old lady you’ve ever met!!!
Mrs. Santa Claus brings stories, magic, sing-alongs and plenty of audience participation that’s guaranteed to get you and
your children into the holiday spirit. This program is suited for ages 1-7. Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
Teen Study Time - Wednesday, December 7 through Friday, December 9, 3:00pm-6pm
Stressing about finals? Want a chill place study? Need a dedicated Study Space? Come to the teen room the week before
finals! There will be snacks, white boards for test problems, and you can always ask your friendly librarian for help
understanding a subject or finding more information on it. This program is for ages 12-18. Questions, please call 480488-2286.
Teen Movie Afternoon - Thursday, December 29, 12pm-6pm
All afternoon movies of your choosing will be playing in the teen room for some much deserved chill time. Hang out, watch
some movies, and eat snacks provided by the library. This program is for ages 13-18. Questions, please call 480-4882286.
Kids Movie Morning - Friday, December 30, 10am-12pm
Come watch a fun winter movie in the library! There will be a few options and participants will vote to decide which movie
to watch. Snacks will be provided. This program is for ages 4-10. Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
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What’s happening at Desert Foothills Library?
October, November & December 2022 – Adult Calendar
Information for events: Contact Dr. Debra Lay, Assistant Director, Desert Foothills Library, 480-488-2286, dlay@dfla.org,
www.dfla.org and Marjorie Sutherland-Smith, Special Events Manager, Desert Foothills Library, 480-488-2286,
msmith@dfla.org, www.dfla.org Where: Desert Foothills Library, 38443 North School House Road, Cave Creek, 85331
Library Closure(s):
• Monday, October 10th in observance of Columbus Day
• Friday, November 11th in observance of Veteran’s Day
• Thursday/Friday, November 24/25th in observance of Thanksgiving Wednesday, November 23rd (closing at noon)
• Saturday/Monday, December 24 through 26th in observance of Christmas
• Saturday/Monday, December 31 through January 2 in observance of the New Year
FEATURED PROGRAMS
Art Critique - Mondays: October 3, 4:00–5:00pm, November 7, 4:00-5:00pm, & December 5, 4:00-5:00pm
Bring something you have worked on and want to talk about issues with the work. Bring something new you want to try
and need advice going forward. Bring a medium you have questions about, wax, oils, watercolor, clay, whatever it is.
Bring work others have done and you have questions about the how. Come join the conversation and get feedback and
ideas from others. No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
AZ Author Series
Local authors discuss their inspiration for the art of writing and share their latest titles at Desert Foothills Library. Each
author brings their own style to this series from lecture, to song, to book readings that will surely pique the curiosity. Join
us for one or all eight – the choice is yours to engage with area authors in DFL’s AZ Author Series 2022. Books by each
author may be available at the event for purchase or bring along your own copy for an autograph.
No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
Bart Ambrose | Cactizonians’ Treasure | Musician
Tuesday, October 18th
4:00-5:00pm

Arizona native Bart Ambrose grew up on an Arizona cotton farm where he spent his nights reading novels and teaching
himself to play guitar. He graduated from ASU and worked as a natural resource conservationist. A second career took
him to Nashville, writing and teaching songwriting and guitar. In his first novel, “Cactizonians’ Treasure,” he takes readers
on a vivid journey through the Sonoran Desert of Arizona and Mexico in a fascinating twist on a lost treasure legend. Bart
and his wife live near Tucson, Arizona. His hobbies include writing haiku, travel, and the pursuit of the perfect chili relleno.
David Stanasolovich | The Mad Girl
Thursday, October 20th
4:00-5:00pm

David Stanasolovich writes under the pseudonym, Andrew Colvin, and lives in Phoenix with his wife, Marcy, four cats
and a parrot. He was a long-time resident of Albuquerque, New Mexico where his novel, The Mad Girl, takes place. The
author is an engineer and manager in the high tech industry. The Mad Girl is the author’s first novel, and he is currently
writing the sequel. He has always been interested in the impact of trauma on individuals and how they react differently,
some finding strength while others are transformed into something terrible. This was one of the inspirations for writing The
Mad Girl.
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Jody Sharp | Angels on the Rider’s Shoulders
Tuesday, November 1st
4:00-5:00pm

Writing about angels became healing after losing her daughter and then her husband. The valuable lessons Jody learned
about moving forward and loving life in the now have set her on a mission to tell stories with love, humor and spiritual
awakening. Jody hopes to enlighten readers to contemplate the precious life and memories we are given.
Jody Sharpe’s awarding winning books include Special Needs Children the Angels on My Shoulder, the Mystic Bay
Series, The Angel’s Daughter, To Catch an Angel, Town of Angels, Town of Angels Christmas and 20 Moon Rd an
Angel’s Tale. Her children’s book is When the Angel Sent Butterflies. www.jodysharpe.com
Ettie Zilber | A Holocaust Memoir of Love & Resilience
Thursday, November 3rd
3:30-5:00pm

Dr. Ettie Zilber’s birth in a Displaced Persons camp in Germany marked her with a special responsibility. Retirement from
a career as an educational leader in international schools in six countries has given her the opportunity to fulfill that
responsibility – to research, document, and publish her family’s Holocaust experience, reflect on their impact on
subsequent generations, and share the stories and lessons with youth worldwide.
Jan Krulick-Belin | Love, Bill: Finding my Father through Letters from World War II
Tuesday, November 15th
4:00-5:00pm

Jan Krulick-Belin has a bachelor’s degree in art history from the State University of New York, Binghamton, and a
master’s degree in museum education from George Washington University in Washington, DC. She grew up in New York
City, and currently resides in Phoenix, Arizona. Her award-winning book, Love, Bill: Finding My Father through Letters
from World War II, is the true story of her personal journey to reconnect with her father who passed away when she was
just six years old.
Michael Frickstad | Finding PHIL: Four Traits for Conquering Chaos
Thursday, November 17th
4:00-5:00pm
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Michael Frickstad has published three books: The Storyteller, The Dream Rescuer (horror finalist for International Book
Award, American Fiction Award, and Best Book), and the Amazon best-seller Finding PHIL: Four Traits for Conquering
Chaos. A veteran high school English teacher and drama director, he also received a double-diamond award from the
National Speech and Debate Association for his accomplishments as speech/debate coach in Minnesota and Michigan.
Leanne Gardner | Unbridle It
Tuesday, December 13th
4:00-5:00pm

Leeanne Gardner helps individuals and business owners take the reins and implement positive changes through
experiential workshops with horses, and motivational speaking. Based on her personal and professional transformation in
2020 documented in her bestselling book, she offers unique and actionable tips that work… if you are willing to do the
work! What you’re not changing, you’re choosing! Leeanne’s Amazon #1 Best Selling book, Unbridle IT! Buck Up and
Create Your Happy! is a self-help workbook with steps for creating more happiness and fulfillment in your life and
business. This unique book includes profound life lessons she learned through the horses including 1) the importance of
authenticity, 2) the necessity of perseverance, and 3) the value of resilience. For more information please visit
www.unbridleit.com
Marlene Jaxon | Jinxed
Thursday, December 15th
4:00-5:00pm

Marlene Jaxon is the author of Jinxed! Laughing in the Face of Alzheimer’s. Her uplifting memoir is the humorously
honest story of the challenges she and her family faced as caregivers to her mother, “Jinx,” including the creative
techniques she devised to bring daily joy and laughter to Jinx’s final years. Marlene is an official writer-member of
AlzAuthors, as well as a contributing writer to Being Patient, an online Alzheimer’s community. She divides her time
between her desert residence in Fountain Hills, Arizona and her seaside home – a sailboat at San Diego’s Harbor Island.
www.MarleneJaxon.com

American Hurrah Patriotic Show: - Tuesday, November 8th, 11:30-12:30pm
If you’re looking for a great patriotic show, filled with music, comedy, audience participation and terrific entertainment join
Jan Sandwich and her pianist as they entertain you with a tribute to George M. Cohan, take you on a musical trip across
our great country, pay tribute to each branch of the armed services and honor veterans in the audience. A rousing,
spirited celebration of America – perfect for any patriotic holiday or party! No registration | Questions, please call 480488-2286
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Youth for Troops - Freedom Isn’t Free - Thursday, November 3rd, 10am-3pm
Youth for Troops is excited to announce a Freedom Isn’t Free event at Desert Foothills Library. This open-house style
event is open to all ages and will include a donation drive, special holiday projects, box decorating, and appreciation card
writing. Youth for Troops will also be collecting Halloween candy to ship to deployed troops. Youth for Troops uses candy
year-round as packing peanuts for care packages and is currently running low on this item.
This is a local, youth-led nonprofit that supports deployed troops and veterans. They offer monthly community service
opportunities for all ages. Desert Foothills Library is now a local donation drop-off location for Youth for Troops. A
donation box is located in the library to collect items for the monthly care packing events. Visit the Youth for Troops
website youthfortroops.org for a complete list of donation items and additional volunteer opportunities. Thank you for
supporting our mission. No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286

The History Channel, Alone Contestant and Maine native: Michelle Finn comes to Cave Creek - Monday,
November 21st, 3:30-4:30pm
Michelle Finn is an educator, author, presenter and wilderness survival aficionado. In her younger days, she spent two
years living in a primitive shelter she constructed in the woods, cementing a lifelong love of indigenous skills and ancestral
knowledge. She is a two-time participant in the History Channel’s popular Alone television series which drops individuals
into remote areas to see how long they can last by themselves, with minimal survival gear. No registration | Questions,
please call 480-488-2286
Safety 1st Series: Learn from area health and wellness professionals
Trending Scams, Criminals Taking Advantage - Thursday, October 6th, 2:00-3:00pm
Scammers use fear and intimidation to steal our money and get our personal information by pretending to be
government officials, health care organizations or family members in distress. Knowing not to click on email links,
placing privacy controls on your devices and monitoring your accounts are a few helpful prevention tools. One of
the best ways to protect yourself from becoming a victim is to learn about the most recent and trending scams.
Brought to Desert Foothills Library through the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office No registration | Questions,
please call 480-488-2286
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Residential Security and Being Safe in Public - Thursday, October 20th, 2:00-3:00pm
Join us for an informative class on keeping you and your family safe at home and while out and about! The Fall
weather is beautiful and while we are enjoying the outdoors, we must continue to be diligent about keeping
ourselves and possessions safe. During this presentation, safety practices at home and safety techniques when
out in public will be reviewed. Brought to Desert Foothills Library through the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
Situational Awareness - Thursday, October 27th, 2:00-3:00pm
Join us for a review of best safety practices, being aware of our surroundings and having a plan in place in the
event an emergency does occur. This presentation provides simple and common sense suggestions on personal
safety and being prepared for unforeseen circumstances. Brought to Desert Foothills Library through the
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
Stop the Bleed - Friday, October 28th, 1:00-3:00pm
Life-saving bleeding control techniques taught by experienced trauma paramedic. This class will provide hands on
practice with tourniquets and other equipment that can help stop life threatening bleeding. No registration |
Questions, please call 480-488-2286
Travel Safety - Thursday, November 3rd, 2:00-3:00pm
This year we have heard the news reports about the return to travel and how many of us are hitting the road
again! This presentation will review safety tips and suggestions for securing your home and property prior to
leaving, measures to be taken while enroute and ways to reduce risks while sightseeing at your destination.
Brought to Desert Foothills Library through the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office No registration | Questions,
please call 480-488-2286
Fall Prevention - Thursday, November 10th, 1:00-2:00pm
HonorHealth is a valued community partner and resource. With six hospitals, three of which are Arizona
designated and American College of Surgeons verified Level 1 trauma centers, HonorHealth also has a new state
of the art first of its kind combination satellite emergency room/urgent care as well as over 65 medical and
specialty treatment groups. The number one cause of Level 1 traumas that come to the trauma centers is fall
injuries resulting in a myriad of serious injuries and death. This Falls Prevention Awareness program is one class
that introduces and discusses the causes of falls, the results of falls and methods of the prevention of falls.
Please join us for this informative safety class – for your health! No registration | Questions, please call 480488-2286
Footloose Foothills Dance Sampling by Fred Astaire Dance Studios - Wednesday, October 19th, 3:00-4:00pm
Come on by and try out a sampling of dance moves: this session includes 3 line dances with coaching and 3
demonstrations. Whether you’ve danced before, or think you have two left feet, you’ll agree that you’ve come to the right
place. Fred Astaire Dance Studios Cave Creek is the premier dance studio in the Greater Cave Creek area. Lessons at
the Cave Creek Fred Astaire Ballroom include multiple dance styles and approaches. Once you’ve sampled some dance
moves at Desert Foothills Library, you may want to move on to the welcoming studio environment where you can hone
your skills, no matter what level. The Cave Creek Fred Astaire Ballroom’s personalized methods set the standard of
excellence in dance instruction. No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
Arizona Genealogy 101: Part I - Wednesday, November 9th, 2:30-3:30pm
Presenters; Wendi Goen, Lead Reference and Photograph Archivist, Arizona State Archives, and Yahm Levin, Arizona
Collection Librarian, State of Arizona Research Library provide a broad strokes overview of the valuable genealogical
resources in the Arizona State Archives and the State of Arizona Research Library. These presenters will show you how
to best navigate online platforms, use collections in tandem to dig deeper into genealogical puzzles, and point you to other
Arizona resources that should not be overlooked when researching Arizona ancestors. No registration | Questions,
please call 480-488-2286
Genealogy Gems in Government Documents: Part II - Wednesday, November 16th, 2:00-3:00pm
Presenters; Janelle Breedveld, Federal Documents Librarian, and Brittany Styles, State Publications Librarian, from the
State of Arizona Research Library helps those looking for information about family trees. Government documents are an
often-overlooked source of valuable information for genealogical research. Learn how federal and state government
documents can help you trace your heritage. No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
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DrumCircle – Healing Rhythms - Thursday, November 17th, 2:30-3:30pm
Join us for a fun and interactive drum circle led by trained HealthRhythms facilitator, Frank Thompson. Drum circles are a
form of recreational music-making proven to reduce stress, boost the immune system, promote joy, and a sense of wellbeing and to build community. All drums and percussion instruments provided. No musical experience required! If you
have a heartbeat, you can drum. Open to all adults, all ages. No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
Yappy Hour to Benefit Puppy Luv Animal Rescue - Fridays, October 7th, November 4th, & December 2nd
Cocktails for humans, treats for pups... Join us, with your dog (or just because you’re a dog-lover), and mingle on the
Waterfall Terrace. Collections for Puppy Luv Rescue include: dog treats, cat treats, canned chicken, tuna sardines and
salmon, and canned pumpkin. No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286
SHOWCASE EXHIBITS
Desert Foothills Art Gallery - Visit Desert Foothills’ Library to view featured work by local artists; members of the
Sonoran Arts League
Hidden in the Hills Art Show
October 6, 2022 – January 11, 2023 - Juried artwork by the Sonoran Arts League remains on sale at Desert Foothills
Library throughout the fall of 2022 and winter of 2023
Desert Foothills Art Gallery, Hidden in the Hills Presentation - Thursday, November 3, 4:00-5:30pm
Come learn more about the artists and their work that is showcased in the Hidden in the Hills Studio Tour!
No registration | Questions, please call 480-488-2286 Cost: FREE
Desert Foothills Art Gallery Reception - Join us for a Hidden in the Hills showcase reception. Meet the talented local
artists and enjoy conversation and refreshments. Saturday, October 22, 2022, 4:00-5:30pm No registration |
Questions, please call 480-488-2286 Cost: FREE

Desert Foothills Theater presents…

29

Foothills Food Bank October Wish List
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ECS NEWS

Online registration www.cavecreek.ce.eleyo.com
Instructions for registration link www.ecsforall.org/register
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/cavecreekecs
Information about ECS www.ecsforall.org
ECS Office 480-575-2440
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Participating in the Superintendent’s Challenge…
Superintendent’s Challenge Information for the 2022-2023 School Year is posted here:
https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/7297

Volunteer Opportunities
A Peek at the Peak (The Peak) online magazine: https://apeekatthepeak.org/
American Cancer Society: https://www.cancer.org/
Arizona Helping Hands, Inc.: https://azhelpinghands.org/
Arizona Humane Society: https://www.azhumane.org/
Arizona Musicfest: https://azmusicfest.org/
Carefree Cave Creek Chamber of Commerce: https://carefreecavecreek.org/
Cave Creek Museum: https://cavecreekmuseum.org/
Cave Creek Unified Education Foundation (CCUEF): www.ccuef.org
Child Crisis Arizona: https://childcrisisaz.org/
Desert Broom Library: https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/locations/desert-broom
Desert Foothills Foodbank: https://foothillsfoodbank.com/
Desert Foothills Library: https://dfla.org/
Desert Foothills YMCA: https://valleyymca.org/desert-foothills/
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church: https://deserthills.org/
Foothills Caring Corps: https://foothillscaringcorps.com/
HandsOn Greater Phoenix: https://www.handsonphoenix.org/
ICAN: https://www.icanaz.org/volunteer/
Kiwanis Marketplace: https://kiwanismarketplace.org/
Puppy Luv Animal Rescue: https://www.puppyluvar.com/
St. Mary's Food Bank: https://www.firstfoodbank.org/
St. Vincent de Paul: https://www.stvincentdepaul.net/
United Food Bank: https://www.unitedfoodbank.org/
Valley of the Sun United Way: https://vsuw.org/
Wild At Heart Rescue: https://wildatheartraptors.org/
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Back Row (LtoR): Vice President Jeff Fortney, Superintendent Cort Monroe, Ed.D. and Member Scott Brown.
Front Row (LtoR): Member Brianna Walker; Member Janet Busbee and President Beth Hatcher
(Photo Courtesy: Capturing the Moments, LLC)

Governing Board Meetings
33016 North 60th Street
Scottsdale
October 11, 2022 (TUESDAY NIGHT)
October 24, 2022
Governing Board Members
Beth Hatcher, President
Jeff Fortney, Vice President
Scott Brown, Member
Janet Busbee, Member
Brianna Walker, Member
Julia Scotto, Editor
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