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Dear Parents, Community & CCUSD Staff –
Welcome Back!
Thank you for choosing the Cave Creek Unified School District! Your child/children will receive an outstanding
education in our schools. Cave Creek Unified is not merely five elementary schools, one middle school and a
high school; it is a caring community of people focused on what is best for students. As a small district with
approximately 4,900 students, your child will receive personalized attention and will be an integral part of our
educational system. Parents are always welcome in our schools as volunteers and are encouraged to become
involved in their child’s education.
We have many opportunities to promote student success in and out of the classrooms. Our “One Team” rallying
cry is to “Inspire Excellence” and drives our goals and priorities for the students in the district. The following are
just a few of our highlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our schools focus on student achievement from the high school, which offers the prestigious International
Baccalaureate program, to our full-day kindergarten programs, all focusing on educating the whole child.
CCUSD consistently scores in the highest range on state-wide assessments in Arizona and is rated #1
in the NE Valley for three years in a row now.
Teachers value teaching and learning and strive to reach and teach each child in order to help them
develop their unlimited skills, talents and abilities.
We provide unique programs for students such as Dual Enrollment, Advanced Placement, Fine and
Performing Arts, Horsemanship, World Languages, STEAM and Career and Technical Education
opportunities.
Our extra-curricular programs offer students a well-rounded education ranging from award-winning
athletics to exemplary programs in the fine arts, as well as preschool, before and after school childcare
and community education classes year-round.
Safety is a priority, with campus security and crisis plans securely in place, as well as regular parent
Safety Forums focusing on all aspects of student safety, health and wellness.
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•

CCUSD always communicates in a timely manner and will make sure you are well informed about your
child’s school and our district. We consistently use school and district newsletters, parent conferences,
a community notification phone system, social media and our website found at www.ccusd93.org: all
designed to keep you up-to-date. Parent Teacher Organizations (PTOs), Site Councils, committees and
task forces help strengthen home/school connections and offer an opportunity for your voice to be heard.

We would love to have you follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and we are so pleased that you have
chosen to become a part of our “Cave Creek Family.”

We look forward to seeing you in our schools. One Team
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COME JOIN OUR TEAM
Click below for opportunities at CCUSD!
https://ccusd93.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
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Superintendent’s Student Cadre
**NEW THIS SCHOOL YEAR** SONORAN TRAILS MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS:
Superintendent, Dr. Cort Monroe, is inviting students from Sonoran Trails Middle School (grades 7 and 8) to
meet with Dr. Monroe; Mrs. Jill Sarraino, STMS Principal; and Mrs. Nancy Scott, Executive Director of Secondary
Leadership, once per quarter to discuss critical issues at the middle school, the district and in the
community. The meetings will be in dialogue format for active discussion. Topics for discussion will be brought
forward by students and Dr. Monroe. Other students may bring forward topics through their class
representatives. Students will receive community service hours for the Superintendent’s Challenge.
Meeting times are 2:35pm-3:35pm in STMS Library.
September 15, 2022
November 10, 2022
February 16, 2023
April 13, 2023
Please fill out the application and return to the Superintendent’s office by August 22 at 4pm. Students on the
Cadre will be notified by August 29th. For additional information email jscotto@ccusd93.net or call Mrs. Scotto
at 480-575-2016.

CACTUS SHADOWS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS:
Superintendent, Dr. Cort Monroe, is inviting students from Cactus Shadows High School (Freshman,
Sophomore, Junior, Senior) to meet with him, Principal Barela and Mrs. Nancy Scott, Executive Director of
Secondary Leadership, once per month to discuss critical issues at the high school, the district and in the
community. The meetings will be in dialogue format for active discussion. Topics for discussion will be brought
forward by students or Dr. Monroe. Other students may bring forward topics through their class representatives.
Community Service hours will be provided for the Superintendent’s Student Cadre for students who are enrolled
in the IB Program, members of National Honors Society and for the Superintendent’s Challenge. Students will
receive hour for hour credit.
Meetings will be held in the CSHS Lecture Hall from 2:15-3:15pm
September 27, 2022
October 25, 2022
November 9, 2022 - Joint Meeting with the Superintendent's Community Council (5-6pm CCUSD Governing
Boardroom)
January 24, 2023
February 14, 2023
March 22, 2023 - Joint Meeting with the Superintendent’s Community Council (5-6pm CCUSD Governing
Boardroom)
April 25, 2023
Please fill out the application and return to the Superintendent’s office by August 22 at 4pm. Students on the
Cadre will be notified by September 6th. For additional information, email jscotto@ccusd93.net or call Mrs. Scotto
at 480-575-2016.
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How can I log into my child’s library account?
To view your student's school library catalog or library history, please access the library through the school's
homepage or your child's Clever account. Your student may need to log in with his/her Google credentials.
Please reach out directly to your school's library aide if you have any additional questions.

Sign up for the series by contacting Lori Haye in the Business Services Department:
lhaye@ccusd93.net
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M&O Override FAQ
Q: What exactly would a successful passing of an override mean to Cave Creek Unified School District?
A successful passing of an Override will be used to:
•
Increase teacher and staff salaries to help CCUSD attract and retain qualified staff.
•
Invest in Career, Technical and Vocational Education, including Computer Science, Engineering,
Coding, and JROTC.
•
Support academic programs including Advanced Placement (AP), elementary enrichment programs,
gifted/honors, International Baccalaureate (IB), and World Languages.
•
Support student and staff safety.
•
Maintain class sizes.
•
Fund stipends for hard to fill positions and special education teachers.
•
Reduce student fees, including athletics.
•
Reduce the District’s need to eliminate effective programs and services to students and parents.
Q: How much of this override would be used on administration?
Zero. No override funds will be used for salaries of administrators.
Q: How do I know the money will be spent as indicated?
Arizona law is very specific in how school districts can spend the money they receive. The expenditures of the
override will be presented to the Governing Board monthly and audited annually. A citizen oversight committee
will be created to review override expenditures.
Q: How long is an override in effect?
The District’s M&O budget override election provides funding to the District for seven years. This additional
funding would start in the 2023-2024 school year. Voters will be asked to reauthorize the override by the fifth
year or the District will receive reduced funding in year six and a further reduction of funding in year seven.
After year seven, the override expires and funding is reduced to zero if not reauthorized.
Q: Why is the District asking voters to approve an override when the State of Arizona increased funding for
schools?
An override allows the District to offer competitive salaries to attract and retain highly qualified staff to serve
our students. Currently, CCUSD teacher pay ranks in the bottom 15% compared to other Arizona school
districts. CCUSD lags behind surrounding school districts competing for teachers and staff. Since all school
districts will be receiving the increase in funding, this gap will still exist because almost every school district in
Maricopa County has approved M&O override funds to pay their teachers and staff higher wages.
Q: What is a Maintenance and Operations budget override?
An M&O override seeks voter permission to exceed the “revenue control limit”, which is a spending limit set
forth in the Arizona Constitution since 1980. This law allows school districts to ask voters for direct funding to
supplement budget allocations from the State Legislature. With approximately 85% of the maintenance and
operations budget used for staff salaries and related benefit costs for the District’s employees, community
support is necessary to offer competitive wages and maintain the excellent programs and services that
CCUSD offers beyond the basic state standard.
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Q: Do other school districts have a 15% M&O override in place?
There are 55 districts in Maricopa County, 48 districts currently have an M&O override in place. Out of the
seven that do not have an override, six of them have under 760 students. Cave Creek Unified School District is
the largest district in Maricopa County without an override – currently serving over 4,800 students.
Q: What is the difference between a bond and an M&O override?
Bonds allow the district additional funding to use for capital items, such as new buildings, additions to
buildings, land, school buses, and renovations to buildings, furniture, equipment and technology.
An override is used for “people and programs.” They fund operational expenses including salaries, benefits,
supplies, purchased services, utilities, and insurance. An override allows a district to exceed its budget limit up
to 15%.
Q: Is the override a tax increase?
Yes. The override would be a $0.21 property tax increase, which would be $122 a year for a homeowner with a
limited property value of $582,790 (the limited property value is the home value the county uses to assess the
taxable value of a home).
Q: What happens if the M&O budget override is not approved?
If an override is not approved, the CCUSD will struggle to retain and attract highly qualified teachers and lose
staff to surrounding school districts that can offer more competitive salaries. In addition, the District will have to
consider the following:
• Closing a school.
• Redrawing attendance boundaries for our schools, which could include repurposing our schools.
• Reducing transportation options.
• Increasing class sizes.
• Increasing student fees.
• Reductions in operation and maintenance services.
• Reducing, adjusting and potentially eliminating student programs.
Q: Many community members donate up to $400 to a school each year to obtain the Arizona tax credit. Why
doesn’t the District just find new ways to get more people to donate?
By statute, tax credit monies must be used for extracurricular support for students. The District could not legally
use it for regular expenditures such as new teachers, salaries, benefits, supplies or utilities. Tax credit funding
is important for providing those out of school day opportunities for students, but it doesn’t provide more money
for the District to spend. Expenditures of tax credit money in the classroom are prohibited by statute.
Q: What is the District’s history of overrides?
The District last passed an override in 2007, which expired in 2014.
Q: How does Arizona fund schools?
Arizona funds its schools based on the number of students and the miles students are transported. It is
formula-based funding and a school District’s budget limit does not increase or decrease if the assessed
property value in the District changes. Arizona provides a specific dollar amount per student for maintenance
and operational expenses (salaries, benefits, supplies, services, utilities) and for capital (furniture, equipment,
technology, vehicles, textbooks, library books, instructional aids).
For more factual information, please visit our website here: https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/12085
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https://www.ccusd93.org
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CCUSD’s Business Partners Breakfast!
Sponsored by Nations Group - Elizabeth Glaesman
Would you like to sponsor a door prize?
If so, please contact jscotto@ccusd93.net - THANK YOU!

Wednesday, September 21, 2022
7:30am Networking
8-9am Breakfast
The Holland Center-Foothills Community Foundation
34250 N. 60 Street – Scottsdale, 85266
th

Join us for breakfast, networking and all things CCUSD!
Would you like to sponsor an upcoming breakfast?
January 25, 2023
April 19, 2023

If so, please contact jscotto@ccusd93.net - THANK YOU!
If you haven’t already done so,
please RSVP to jscotto@ccusd93.net no later than September 12, 2022.
Please let us know who will be attending from your organization.
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Cactus Foothills Little League..
Xander Simmons – CSHS Class of ‘24
Congratulations to Xander Simmons who has been
accepted to the Arizona State Governor’s Office of
Youth, Faith and Family (GOYFF). The GOYFF is a
nationally recognized leadership program and will
serve as an ambassador and leader in the CCUSD
community – CONGRATULATIONS XANDER!

The loyal fans of Highligher Nation, have been cheering
on the hometown girls from Cactus Foothills Little League
Majors Softball All-Stars all summer as they claimed the
"AZ State Champion" title for the 3rd consecutive year.
As state champions, they became Team Arizona,
representing our state in the West Regionals of the Little
League World Series in San Bernardino CA. Here, they
have battled tough competition and are well on their way
to a 2nd appearance in the Little League World Series in
North Carolina. This team's mantra is "13 Girls, 1
Heartbeat" and it has proven true time and time again. 11
of the girls on this team are students at STMS - Let's Go
Stingers!! The STMS students are: Ava Fossey; Avery
Williams; Caylee Cundall; Elsie Potinger; Gianna
Lucchesi; Lila Mills; Madi Handke; Molly Brown; Nina
Riolo; Olivia Fossey; and Reese Spencer

Cactus Shadows own – Lauren Dean…
Lauren Dean, a junior at Cactus Shadows High
School, volunteered over the summer for Arizona
Small Dog Rescue. She was onhand to celebrate
Petco's donation of $25k to AZ Small Dog Rescue. It
was a big day for the volunteers there! Lauren is just
behind the "petco love" logo on the check with a
headband. Thank you, Lauren for giving back to the
community and participating in the Superintendent's
Challenge!

CCUSD Community Day at Kiwanis
Marketplace…
Our principals and leadership staff partnered with Kiwanis
of Carefree to host Community Days at the Kiwanis
Marketplace on July 13. Thank you, Kiwanis of Carefree
for your continued support of our schools!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE –DON’T FORGET TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 8!
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ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?

Maricopa County Voter Dashboard
Check your voter registration status here on the Maricopa County Elections Department
website. If you’re not registered to vote, you can get forms and information here – also
on the Maricopa County Elections Department website.
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MORE INFORMATION HERE: https://ccuef.org/golf-the-district/
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What’s happening at Desert Foothills Library?
August 2022 – Student Calendar
Information for events: Contact Ashley Ware, Public Services Manager, Desert Foothills Library, 480-488-2286,
aware@dfla.org , www.dfla.org Where: All events below take place at Desert Foothills Library, 38443 North Schoolhouse
Road, Cave Creek, 85331 Library Closed: Monday, August 2nd
Please note there are no storytimes offered in August.
Swimming in a 3-D Aquarium - Tuesday, August 10, 10:30-11:30 am
Help your child create a beautiful underwater scene complete with fish, sand, shells, or seaweed. Let the imagination take off! This
program will help with fine motor skills and the end result is bright, colorful, and so darn cute! This program is suited for children 2-5 years
old. RSVP online at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
Ice Cube Painting - Thursday, August 19, 10:30-11:30 am
Cool off with this chilly art project! Show off your artistic imagination using ice cubes. This program is great to play with colors as well as
to work on their fine motor skills. This program is suited for children 4-7 years old. RSVP online at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480488-2286.
Storigami - Friday, August 27, 3:30-5:00pm
Join us to tell a story through the beautiful Japanese art of paper folding! We will be following along a story as we fold paper and by the
end a creation emerges. Learn a new skill and see where your story goes. This program is suited for ages 10-13. RSVP online at dfla.org
| Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
DIY Locker Accessories - Monday, August 23, 3:30-5:00pm
What better way to start off the new school year than by personalizing your locker? Teens and tweens, come craft locker accessories,
magnets, and any other decoration you can create. All supplies are included, please bring any accessories, pictures, or extras if you want
to add a personal touch. This program is suited for ages 12-18. RSVP online at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480-488-2286.

What’s happening at Desert Foothills Library?
August 2022 – Adult Calendar
Information for events: Contact Debra Lay, Assistant Director, Desert Foothills Library, 480-488-2286, dlay@dfla.org ,
www.dfla.org and Marjorie Sutherland-Smith, Special Events Manager, Desert Foothills Library, 480-488-2286,
msmith@dfla.org , www.dfla.org Where: Desert Foothills Library, 38443 North Schoolhouse Road, Cave Creek, 85331
All programs are free and do not require registration unless otherwise noted.
FEATURED PROGRAMS
Tech Series - Tuesdays, 8/2, 8/9, 8/16, 9:30-10:30am
This class offers basic computer skills with the help of the experts from Tech4Life. This project was made possible in part
by the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Topics include: Discover Facebook, How to Use Email, and Keep Secure
Online. RSVP at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
Get Lit Book Club - Tuesday, August 7, 5:00-6:30 pm
Get Lit Book Club, a happy hour book club! Not for the faint of heart. Weird, odd, and unique books are chosen for a great
discussion, so get ready for something you might not choose every day! Books will include non-fiction, classics,
contemporary fiction, and memoirs to list a few. Get Lit is at a different restaurant every month to support local businesses.
Everyone is welcome! This Month: Dark Archives by Megan Rosenbloom. August’s meeting will be held at the library! Join
us at 5pm for light refreshment, along with our book discussion. RSVP at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
Chapter2Books Monthly Sale! - August 12 & 13
Monthly book sales provide a wonderful opportunity to purchase quality books and other media at even lower prices than
the everyday bargain prices in Chapter 2. The monthly book sale is throughout Chapter 2, the Jones/Coates Room, and our
patio *weather permitting*. Chapter 2 Monthly Sales are offered on the second Friday and Saturday of every month. Can’t
make a Sale? Check out our amazing selection on Amazon. There are hundreds of books as well as CDs, DVDs and
audiobooks listed there that are not on display in the bookstore.
WEEKLY PROGRAMS
Craft N Chat - Mondays, 1:00-3:00 pm
Do you knit, crochet, or practice another table craft? Join other local enthusiasts weekly for companionable creating and
conversation. Any portable craft is welcomed! New crafters and all skill levels are always welcome!
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eBook and Online Database Help - Tuesdays, 11:00-12:00 pm
Downloading eBooks and eAudiobooks can be easy through the library’s digital collection! Each week there will be an
informal drop-in class for anyone with questions about Libby, Cloud Library, or any of the apps the library offers. We will
show you how to download the apps to your phone or tablet and how to navigate the digital collection. No question is too
small! Please bring your device and have your library card ready! For Apple users your Apple ID will be needed.
Alcoholics Anonymous - Thursdays, 5:00-6:00 pm
A.A. meetings are being held at Desert Foothills Library on Thursdays.
International Film Noir Series with Gary Zaro - Friday, August 5, 2:00-5:00 pm
Film Noir is one of the most dynamic, compelling, and enduring styles of cinema ever developed. Inspired by the films of
German Expressionism and the popular pulp fiction novels in America, Film Noir thrived in the 1940s and 1950s. Fueled by
the pessimism of World War II and later the Cold War, it will create some of the greatest films of all time. Its thematic and
stylistic power will transcend to international cinema, where many countries will adapt the Film Noir style to their own unique
cultural milieus without losing the power, drama, intrigue and intensity of the Noir style. It is a style that remains popular
today, and you will no doubt recognize many Film Noir motifs that are prevalent in today's cinema. So cool off this summer
with some intriguing and exciting films! This Month: Stray Dog (1949, Japan, 122 minutes) RSVP online at dfla.org |
Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
MONTHLY PROGRAMS
Death Café - Wednesday, August 3, 12:30-2:30 pm
Death Cafe is a gathering to talk about death and dying. The aim is to increase awareness of death to help people make
the most of their (finite) lives. It is a global, non-profit movement begun in London in 2011: to date, more than 7,000 Death
Cafes have been held in 63 countries. Death Cafe does not promote beliefs, agendas, or products, nor is it a bereavement
or grief support group. Join us for open, respectful, interesting conversation about topics relevant to all of us but often
considered “dark” or even taboo. From more information go to www.deathcafe.com
Music at the Movies - Thursday, August 11, 2:00-5:00pm
Join us for a celebration of movies with interesting or significant music. Movies range from dramas, musicals, comedies,
and more! Hosted by music enthusiast, Annis Scott. This Month: The Red Violin
Puzzle Exchange - Friday, August 26, 9:00-5:00 pm
Are you sick of your puzzles at home because you have completed all of them multiple times? Come drop off your gently
used puzzles and pick out a new one for free! Leave a puzzle, take a puzzle! Offered on the last Friday of every month. All
ages and skill levels encouraged!
LITERARY PROGRAMS
Library Book Club - Thursday, August 11, 10:00-12:00 am - Tuesday, August 23, 10:00-12:00 am
Book Club is offered twice every month! Same book, same facilitator, different days. Choose which day is best for you to
join. Everyone is welcome! This Month: Doomed Romance: Broken Hearts, Lost Souls, and Sexual Tumult in NineteenthCentury America by Christine Leigh Heyrman
Books to Die For: A Murder Mystery Book Club - Wednesday, August 24, 3-4pm
Here at Desert Foothills Library, we're booked on crime! Join us each month for the Books to Die For Murder Mystery Book
Club. This book club is for lovers of all forms of mystery novels. We will explore the genre in depth, eventually coming up
with the perfect plan for murder (wink, wink). Light refreshments will be provided. Registration Required. This Month: The
Turn of the Key by Ruth Ware RSVP at dfla.org | Questions, please call 480-488-2286.
HEALTH & WELLNESS PROGRAMS
Caring for the Caregiver - Monday, August 1, 10:00-11:30 am
Taking care of yourself is essential in being able to take care of your loved one. Join us for this opportunity to fellowship
with other caregivers. Led by Hospice of the West facilitators.
The Healing Pathway - Monday, August 8 & 22, 9:30-11:00 am
Join us on this journey of grief. This group will guide and support you as you discover your "new normal". The open-ended
group will provide you with practical tools and supportive conversation as you are processing your personal grief journey.
The group shares a common language of grief.

17

Foothills Food Bank August Wish List
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ECS NEWS

Online registration www.cavecreek.ce.eleyo.com
Instructions for registration link www.ecsforall.org/register
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/cavecreekecs
Information about ECS www.ecsforall.org
ECS Office 480-575-2440
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Participating in the Superintendent’s Challenge…
Superintendent’s Challenge Information for the 2022-2023 School Year is posted here:
https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/7297

Volunteer Opportunities
A Peek at the Peak (The Peak) online magazine: https://apeekatthepeak.org/
American Cancer Society: https://www.cancer.org/
Arizona Helping Hands, Inc.: https://azhelpinghands.org/
Arizona Humane Society: https://www.azhumane.org/
Arizona Musicfest: https://azmusicfest.org/
Carefree Cave Creek Chamber of Commerce: https://carefreecavecreek.org/
Cave Creek Museum: https://cavecreekmuseum.org/
Cave Creek Unified Education Foundation (CCUEF): www.ccuef.org
Child Crisis Arizona: https://childcrisisaz.org/
Desert Broom Library: https://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/locations/desert-broom
Desert Foothills Foodbank: https://foothillsfoodbank.com/
Desert Foothills Library: https://dfla.org/
Desert Foothills YMCA: https://valleyymca.org/desert-foothills/
Desert Hills Presbyterian Church: https://deserthills.org/
Foothills Caring Corps: https://foothillscaringcorps.com/
HandsOn Greater Phoenix: https://www.handsonphoenix.org/
ICAN: https://www.icanaz.org/volunteer/
Kiwanis Marketplace: https://kiwanismarketplace.org/
Puppy Luv Animal Rescue: https://www.puppyluvar.com/
St. Mary's Food Bank: https://www.firstfoodbank.org/
St. Vincent de Paul: https://www.stvincentdepaul.net/
United Food Bank: https://www.unitedfoodbank.org/
Valley of the Sun United Way: https://vsuw.org/
Wild At Heart Rescue: https://wildatheartraptors.org/
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Back Row (LtoR): Vice President Jeff Fortney, Superintendent Cort Monroe, Ed.D. and Member Scott Brown.
Front Row (LtoR): Member Brianna Walker; Member Janet Busbee and President Beth Hatcher
(Photo Courtesy: Capturing the Moments, LLC)

Governing Board Meetings
33016 North 60th Street
Scottsdale
August 8, 2022
August 22, 2022
Governing Board Members
Beth Hatcher, President
Jeff Fortney, Vice President
Scott Brown, Member
Janet Busbee, Member
Brianna Walker, Member
Julia Scotto, Editor
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