
1 
 

    
Superintendent’s Student Cadre Meeting Minutes 

April 18, 2018 – 2:05-3:05pm - Teachers’ Lounge – Building 100 
 
I. Welcome/Introductions/Celebrations: 

• Students introduced themselves. 
• Celebrations: 

o Birthday is tomorrow. 
o Celebrating completing 200 community service hours and earning a Varsity letter - 2 
o Looking forward to the end of the school year – 2 
o Going to Soccer tournament and if the team wins, they will be going to Regionals in Salt 

Lake City, Utah. 
On the side:  How did testing go last week?  Any thoughts or comments? 

• Students were not taking testing seriously and were messing around during the testing. 
• Teachers didn’t seem to be taking testing seriously either. 
• Had to sit every other student in Lecture Hall for Math but there weren’t enough seats so 

some students sat next to each other and they were talking during testing. 
• Thought testing was organized well so it was completed sooner. 
• Seniors didn’t take the AZMerit test and AP and IB tests haven’t started yet. 
• One student had her account deleted by accident since her sibling has a similar name.  

Part of her test may have been deleted. 
• Tests were done in different locations and not in the classroom.  Classes were combined 

but the teachers did not walk around much.  Cell phones had to be put in backpacks but 
some students were using their phones during the test. 

• In the Lecture Hall, when students were done, they were talking which was distracting to 
the other students still working on the test.   

• The Library was similar to the Lecture Hall but not quite as bad. 
• One senior who was not testing was in the Library at the same time and noticed that 

students were talking after they were done with their test.  What about using 
headphones? 

• AZ Merit scores can boost a student’s grade which is something new this year.  It can 
only bring a grade up; it can’t bring a grade down. 

• If people didn’t take the test serious last year but took it serious this year they should 
have improvement.  There is room for growth.  Students should try to get the same score 
or higher. 

• A possible solution would be to make the student open up a new browser, use a web 
cam so that students don’t try to use their phones during the test. 

• It was optional to wear headsets but students were playing with it more than really using 
them. The sound on the test was distracting to other students. 

 
II. Check in: Pulse on Teacher Walkout.   

Dr. Burdick talked about a possible Teacher walk out.  The walk-ins have been well supported by 
students, teachers and the community but walk outs may not be supported.  Walk outs could 
affect school sports.  If we have to close schools, any missed days would have to be made up at 
the end of the school year.  The District’s priority is to keep kids safe.  The teachers with the 
group that has organized “Red for Ed” is taking a vote today to decide if they will have a walk out 
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and if so, what day.  As of this time we don’t know if teachers would come to work and then walk 
out or possibly it would be a sick out or maybe the teachers would not show up at all.  This could 
be for multiple days and we are at the end of our school year.  The students were asked for their 
comments: 

• Idea of leaving students unattended is a worry.  Also, they would not be getting lessons 
to prepare for finals. 

• There would be no preparation for AP/IB tests. 
• Feel that teachers should get more money but this is not the way they should do it.  It 

might bring negativity. 
• Feel that teachers should get more money but what will parents do if they have younger 

kids and both parents work? 
• Teachers should think about the students and how not teaching lessons could affect 

grades. 
• Could they just walk out at school and stay on school property?  Similar to the student 

walkout in support of Parkland, FL.  This could make it more of a student supported walk 
out as well.  Students could take a poll during Advisory Period to see if they would 
support walking out with teachers. 

• If there is a walk out and school is extended past the last day of school, summer 
vacations could be affected. 

• There might be repercussions with students receiving more homework to catch up. 
• It is an insult to the District to have a walk out.  Should be going after State Legislators, 

not the District. 
• Dr. Burdick stated that last week, the Governor’s office announced a 20% raise by 2020 

which would be 10% for 2018, 5% for 2019 and 5% for 2020.  They are asking for more 
money for classified staff but there was just a minimum wage increase which meant that 
some employees at the lower hourly rate received a 9% raise and employees that are at 
a higher hourly rate received a 3% increase.  To give classified staff the same raise – 
20% - as certified teachers would cost the District 2 million dollars which is something 
that we can’t afford. 

• The walk-in last week was a nice way to show support that didn’t disrupt classes.  This 
walk-in was on social media and some parents didn’t understand that it was before 
school.  If we do something similar, we should communicate and get the word out.  There 
were a couple of school districts that did walk-out last week but they were from other 
school districts. 

• Dr. Burdick has met with parent groups and they have all stated they are opposed to a 
walk out because of safety and academic reasons.  She has also met with PTO groups 
and they are also opposed.  They are concerned for their students being prepared for 
AP/IB tests and final tests.  What would happen to sporting events if the coaches don’t 
show up and then we would have to forfeit? 

• Dr. Burdick is meeting with the teacher group on Friday.  People are now aware of the 
pay situation due to the walk-ins but all of the positive could go away if they decide to 
walk out.  Parents and the community could be angry and it could turn the tide of support 
for the District and possibly affect votes in future elections. 

 
III. 2017-2018 Topics 

o Improve Falcon Prep program – speed it up.  Students were asked for their comments. 
o The senior Falcon Prep took one student three hours.  What about using a self -

serve Kiosk to get a schedule or ID. 
o Maybe most of it could be done online using an account with a password which 

could cut down on time. 
o Maybe spread it out instead of having it in one building hallway.  How about 

having it in the Quad area?  We have at least 400 students per grade level which 
is a lot of students and parents waiting in line. 

o Could put the Clubs in the Quad so students can walk around the campus after 
Falcon Prep. 
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o Why is there only 1 bookstore line open?  You have to wait in one line to get a 
picture done and then you have to wait in another line to pick up the ID.  Why 
can’t it be done all in one line? 

o Need more student volunteers. 
o It would be helpful if the AC was on in the building because it gets very hot with 

all the people in the building. 
 

o Community Garden.  Students were asked for their comments. 
o Maybe have a Club start a community garden.  It would take a lot of work so you 

would need a community volunteer and a club sponsor.  Other schools that have 
gardens, they have been started by a community volunteer.  The garden would 
have to be built up and secure from other students that may not be respectful of 
the garden.      

On the side:  Dr. Burdick talked about several vandalism incidents in the last month at CSHS.  
Dr. Burdick wants to get the word out about a vehicle that was shown on camera driving 
through gates on Falcon Drive and driving on the turf at the stadium.  The vehicle that was 
used was a white Jeep with bars on top and a large bumper in front.  CSHS has already 
checked parking pass information and this does not match a description of any vehicles at the 
school. 
o Bullying (attitude from upperclassmen to underclassmen).  Students were asked for their 

comments. 
o Dr. Burdick said that this was talked about a lot at the last meeting and that 

administration is worried about the lack of empathy of students.  Another group – 
BLT – says there is more bullying on social media.  They would like to make 
videos next year using students which might make the videos more impactful. 

o Don’t see much bullying of students that are at a lower level.  Usually the bullying 
is at the same grade level. 

o Mostly it is just joking around from upper classmen to lower classmen.   
o Does not notice it much since this student doesn’t use social media.  Just notices 

that students can be mean at the lunch table talking about other students. 
o Making school events/activities more well-known and accessible.  Students were asked 

for their comments. 
o Students can’t hear or understand the announcements very well. 
o Is there a board on campus that displays event/activity flyers?  There is one by 

the bookstore but it is not very big and is not being used as a message board.  
Maybe need a bigger message board. 

o What about Kiosks – Skoolive?  Can activities be rolling on the Kiosks? 
o These Kiosks do not seem to be catered specifically to CSHS. 
o Dr. Burdick said she did look at one recently and did see some information 

scrolling about CSHS  but it was mostly advertisements.  We can use these 
Kiosks for whatever we want to so we could recommend to administration to add 
events to the Kiosks. 

o Do parents receive information about events?  There is a Weekly Flash that is 
sent out by email once a week from administration.  The school prefers that 
everyone go to the website to get information. 

o Maybe there could be more flyers regarding events like the one for Homecoming 
week.  Maybe put the flyers inside the newspaper and hand out to students. 

o Parking situation (many juniors are disrespectful to seniors who should have priority in 
main lot).  Students were asked for their comments. 

o Seniors are getting yelled at in the parking lot by juniors.  Seniors used to have 
priority in the main parking lot but now they are all open lots and there is no 
priority for seniors.  Juniors are yelling at seniors because their friends can’t park 
next to them if a senior has parked next to them. 

o Could students get a specific spot assigned to them?  Maybe they could apply for 
a certain spot? 



4 
 

o Dr. Burdick stated that it is a privilege for students to park at school.  Maybe 
students could pay more for a specific spot or priority spot. 

o Some students are not merging properly and could use some lessons on 
merging when leaving the parking lot at the end of the day. 

o Keep students informed of upcoming club meetings on campus –  
 
IV. Good of the Order  
 
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 
November 29, 2017*January 24, 2018*February 28, 2018 

March 19, 2018 – JOINT MEETING 
March 21, 2018 
April 18, 2018 

 

Get social with CCUSD 

 

 
 

Thank you for participating in the  
Superintendent’s Student Cadre – we’ll see you next year! 

 
BEST OF LUCK CLASS OF 2018 – STAY IN TOUCH! 

 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/CaveCreekUSD/
https://www.instagram.com/cavecreekusd93/
https://twitter.com/cavecreekusd93
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCztKhD6SeXLhU1vAHhSr9ZQ


5 
 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
 
Arizona Musicfest:  www.azmusicfest.org/getinvolved/volunteer 
Valley of the Sun United Way:  www.vsuw.org 
Desert Foothills YMCA: 
Foothills Caring Corps.:  http://foothillscaringcorps.com 
Carefree*Cave Creek Chamber of Commerce:  director@carefreecavecreek.org   - (email for 
opportunities) 
A Peek at the Peak (The Peak) online magazine:  lesconklin@gppaaz.org   (email for opportunities) 
Hoof and Paw Rescue:  www.hoofandpawrescue.com    
Relay for Life:  RelayForLife.org/CaveCreekAZ  
HandsOn Greater Phoenix:  handsonphoenix.org 
Tempe Municipal Volunteer Program:  tempe.gov/volunteer 
Arizona Humane Society:  azhumane.org/volunteer 
St. Vincent de Paul:  stvincentdepaul.net/volunteer 
Valley of the Sun United Way: vsuw.org/volunteer 
United Food Bank:  unitedfoodbank.org/get-involved/volunteer 
Keep America Beautiful:  kazb.org/events or www.kpbvolunteers.org 
Child Crisis Arizona:  childcrisisaz.org/how-to-help/volunteer 
ICAN:  icanaz.org/volunteer 
St. Mary's Food Bank:  volunteer.firstfoodbank.org 
Families Giving Back:  familiesgivingback.org 
Arizona Helping Hands, Inc.:  azhelpinghands.org/volunteer  
Kiwanis Marketplace:  gm@kiwaniscarefree.com   (The Marketplace is looking for volunteers Tuesday 
through Saturday 8:30am to 3pm.  Email above for further information). 
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