February 11, 2022
Dear CCUSD families,
Thank you again for reading these updates and staying in tune with what is happening in our
district:
Best of the North Valley 2022 Votes:
Let’s make it a three-peat. Be sure to vote DAILY! Best School District is the last question on
the survey, but you can scroll through or page down to get there quickly. Click here to vote now
and share with your friends.
Aggregate Expenditure Limit (AEL)
$5.7 million of Cave Creek Unified Current Budget at Risk
What is the AEL?
In 1980, Arizona voters passed an aggregate expenditure limit (AEL) regarding how much K‐12
schools can spend in a school year. The AEL is a spending cap and determines how much, in
aggregate, a district can spend. Charter schools are not included in the spending limit because
they did not exist at the time.
What’s at risk?
Without legislature action district schools will need to cut $1.2 Billion from their budget in the last
three months of the school year even though the state has already appropriated the money.
What is the impact to Cave Creek Unified?
Cave Creek Unified will be required to reduce the current year budget by over $5.7 million in the
fourth quarter of the fiscal year. Approximately 82% of the district’s budget is spent on salaries
and benefits. A budget cut of this magnitude would not only impact the current year budget but
could also impact next year’s budget and operations.
Why is the AEL a concern for school districts at this time?
∙ Proposition 301, the voter‐approved sales tax initiative that provided funds to Arizona schools
was originally passed in 2000 and was exempt from the AEL for 20 years. The legislature
extended the sales tax in 2018 but did not ask the voters to renew the exemption from the AEL.
Due to this, approximately $600 million of once excluded funds are now included in the
expenditure limit calculation, impacting school districts.
The spending cap is based on prior year student enrollment. The COVID‐19 related decrease
in enrollment last year is impacting this year’s spending limit even though student enrollment is
increasing this year and continues to trend back toward pre‐ pandemic levels.

∙ In recent years, the legislature has restored prior funding cuts to school districts as well as
increased funding for teacher salaries. This has increased the spending amounts that are
included in the expenditure limit calculation.
What can be done if funding goes above the AEL?
The Arizona State Legislature can override the AEL with a two‐thirds vote and allow school
districts to spend budgets that were previously appropriated through the state general fund and
approved by the State of Arizona. Exceeding the AEL is not new money or a new tax.
Why should lawmakers override the AEL?
Arizona is in the best economic position it has been in in over a decade. This has allowed the
State to prioritize education and fully restore and even exceed the recessionary cuts. However,
if the AEL is not addressed schools will not be able to spend these dollars. This will result in the
largest cut to education in any single year. The cut would be over 16% of each district’s
individual budgets.
How can I help?
Contact your state legislators. See below for links.

DISTRICT 1

DISTRICT 15

DISTRICT 23

Sen. Karen Fann (R)

Sen. Nancy Barto (R)

Sen. Michelle Ugenti-Rita
(R)

kfann@azleg.gov

nbarto@azleg.gov
mugenti-rita@azleg.gov

Rep. Judy Burges (R)

Rep. Steve Kaiser (R)

Rep. John Kavanagh (R)

jburges@azleg.gov

skaiser@azleg.gov

jkavanagh@azleg.gov

Rep. Quang Nguyen (R)

Rep. Justin Wilmeth (R)

Rep. Joseph Chaplik (R)

qnguyen@azleg.gov

jwilmeth@azleg.gov

jchaplik@azleg.gov

Please “like” your school’s Facebook page and follow them on Twitter and SnapChat for up to
date information. We would love you to comment and share or retweet any posts.
One Team
CCUSD Administration

