
Welcome to 10th Grade English 
Course Syllabus 

2019-2020 
 

Instructor: Ms. Samantha Gebel 
Room #: 308 
Phone: (480)-575-2488 
Email Address: sgebel@ccusd93.net (fastest and best way to contact me) 
Website: http://www.ccusd93.org Schools CSHS English Department Samantha Gebel  
Office Hours (May change periodically depending on meetings): Tuesdays & Fridays after 
school (2:05-3:05) & 0 Hour (by appointment).  
 
Course Description:  

The theme of this class is World Literature and Culture. Each of our units will be 
designed to teach a form of writing or analyzing a type of text. We will read poems, short stories, 
novels, and have one play (yes, it’s Shakespeare!). We will start with focusing on a base for 
analysis and writing with Story Deconstruction and Reconstruction, which will segue into our 
more in depth novel/play units.  

It is important to note that 10th grade takes the AZMerit test in late Spring. That means 
most of what we do will be to help students prepare for the written essay and reading 
comprehension portion of that test.  

Disclaimer: In addition to teaching 10th grade English, I am also the Model UN adviser 
and in ASU’s InMAC graduate program earning a MEd in Education. Therefore, when I 
provide deadlines, I expect them to be met as I will have my own homework that needs to 
be done. I have class every Thursday, so that is the one day I will take longer to respond 
to emails and cannot meet after school.  

 
Week Breakdown: 
Monday 

● Work in Literary groups. Groups are assigned based on seats and will change throughout 
the units.  

● Some weeks will involve weekend reading that will be discussed the following week 
(short stories & novels), while some weeks will involve passing out a reading on Monday 
to be read in class (poems & speeches) 

● If weekend reading was assigned then a Close Reading Journal was also assigned and 
must be brought on Monday for literary group discussion notes.  

Tuesday 
● Teacher Instruction tying in the reading, literary group, and week’s lesson.  
● Chance to clarify with teacher 

Wednesdays & Thursdays 
● Discuss Context, Vocabulary, Real-World relatability, History & Background, and 

complete activities based on the week’s lesson.  
Friday 

mailto:sgebel@ccusd93.net
http://www.ccusd93.org/


● Written Assessment to be turned in by the end of class. It will be a 1-2 page assignment 
answering the posted prompt. The prompt will be created from the week’s lessons.  

 
*Tests and Quizzes are not the same as the Written Assessment and will be placed throughout 
the week based on progress. There might be a pop quiz on Monday before groups to check to see 
that students completed the reading or there might be a quiz on Tuesday after instruction to 
confirm understanding.  
*Unit calendars will have more details. Keep in mind we will test on vocabulary, quiz on 
reading, constantly practice reading comprehension with discussion and CRJs, and constantly 
practice writing with weekly prompts and bellwork.  
 
Class Breakdown: 

● First 10 minutes is Bell Work. Students will pick up their notebook, answer the prompt 
(written on the board), and then return their notebook to the assigned spot.  
* While you complete bell work, I will take attendance and pass back assignments. 

● 5-10 minutes of recap and instruction.  
● Rest of class is about working on the day’s activity.  
● Last 5 minutes is clean up and pack up.  

 
Text/Resources: 
1. 10th Grade Textbook (Keep it at home for homework. We will use the class set).  
2. William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar (not until 3rd Quarter/January)  
3. Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (not until 4th Quarter/March) 
4. Beowulf (Fall semester) 
5. MLA Handbook/Purdue Owl Website (Google Classroom will have a folder of notes, but it 

is a good idea to familiarize yourself with these sources) 
6. Google Classroom (we use this constantly!) 
We will read excerpts from the following texts:  

● The Body Novella  
● The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde Novella  
● The Canterbury Tales  
● I Am Malala 
● The House on Mango Street 
● Dante's Inferno 
● A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters-Chapter 1: “The Stowaway”  

*There will be short stories, poems, and other examples throughout the year.  
 
Required Course Materials:  

● TWO Notebooks (1 to remain in class for bell work and 1 to carry with you for Close 
Reading Journals/Annotating Readings) 

● Pencil Bag that Contains: pencils, erasers, pens, highlighters, note tabs, sticky notes, etc.) 
● Folder/Binder with Loose Paper for in class work and so you can store any handouts. 



● 10th Grade textbook (leave at home). 
● Access to a computer, a printer, and reliable Internet 

*Though I have items to use in class, it is important that you bring your own so you are not 
dependent on my having them available. 

Appreciated Course Material: 

Since this classroom is shared with over 175 people a day, there are certain basic items that we 
are all likely to use and quickly to need to replenish. Items like Tissues, Hand Sanitizer, Paper, 
Pencils, Highlighters, White Board Markers, etc. Of course, it is not required, but much 
appreciated if you are ever able to help me keep the classroom stocked. 

Google Classroom: My goal is to save paper and have much of our documents on our Google 
Classroom page. Anything I pass out to you will be available on Google Classroom if you should 
lose it or if you were absent. 

Course Name:  

Code:  

Identification badges are required for entry into the classroom. Per school policy, all 
students must be professionally attired (see dress code) and have a current CSHS ID badge 
on a lanyard around their neck in plain view of all staff.  
 
Grading Policy: 
Grades are updated weekly through Infinite Campus. Major assignments can be turned in 
through Google Classroom and will be graded through there as well.  
Note: It is the student’s responsibility to check grades frequently in case of error.  
 
Grade Categories and Percentages:  

100% to 90% = A                                                        Assessments (ICW, Quizzes) 25% 
89% to 80% = B                                                           Assignments & Projects 15% 
79% to 70% = C                                                           Homework & CRJs 15% 
69% to 60% = D                                                           Papers 20% 
Below 60% - F   Participation 15% 

  Final 10% 
 
Grade Changes: We will provide many opportunities for students to demonstrate learning 
throughout the grading period. I have worked diligently to assure that each student is treated 
equitably. In order to maintain the integrity of grades, requests to change or “bump up” grades 
will not be considered. A student’s grade is a snapshot of mastery of content during a relatively 
narrow time frame of Semester 1 or Semester 2, and does not represent future potential. If I have 



made a clerical error in calculating semester grades, I am able to make the appropriate changes in 
the next semester. 

Assessments (Assignments):  
If electronic, it will be submitted through Google Classroom. If hardcopy, it will be turned into 
your class period basket.  
 

● Weekly writing assignments based on the weekly lesson to be completed at the end of the 
week during class.  

● Daily bell work to be completed in your notebook that stays in class.  
● Close Reading Journals to be completed with all short stories/essays/novels.  
● Papers will be assigned quarterly and used as cumulative assessment on the quarter’s 

units.  
● Projects will be assigned throughout the year to give you a writing break and allow you 

creative expression and collaboration.  
● Final exams will be in essay form.  
● Assessments will range from discussion questions, presentations, quizzes, writing 

assignments, and papers. The papers are the “endgame”, while everything else is helping 
to check for understanding.  

 
Additional Support and Make-up Hours: 
Make up assignments are to be completed on your own time by my deadline (2 days for every 
day absent). Make up tests or in-class writing assignments must be made up during my office 
hours or 0 hour.  
 
Retake/Test Correction policy: 
All final drafts of papers are final. All quizzes/tests are final. All writing assignments and 
activities are final. Once you turn it in, it’s final. Comments/grades can be discussed with me 
during office hours.  
 
Extra Credit Policy: 
I will not allow anyone to complete extra credit if they are missing coursework from the 
gradebook. If they are not missing any assignments and are still concerned, then we can discuss 
options. We do not assign extra credit to one student, sometimes there may be a bonus 
question on quizzes or tests. 
 
Classwork (do not accept late work!): 

Assignments done in class are due by the end of that class period. If a student needs more 
time it becomes homework due the following day or needs to be worked on during office hours 
with my guidance (that is only for students with a documented need for more time).  

We will have individual work and group work. Individual work is done quietly and you 
may listen to music on your phone with headphones during individual work only! That means 



phones are face up on your desk open to your music application. Group work will only use 
phones in place of computers for research or certain activities like Kahoots or Google Forms.  
 
*I will tell you when it is acceptable and the phone sign will be posted to the board. If I have not 
given the green light, then phones must be in backpacks or risk confiscation.  
 
Homework (do not accept late work!): 

There will be weekend homework (not every weekend, but frequent enough to get in the 
habit). That homework will involve reading and a Close Reading Journal. Often it will be 
reading short stories, essays, or chapters in a novel. In addition, the majority of papers will be 
completed on your own time. There will occasionally be other homework, such as finishing up 
class work (due to a documented need for extra time), makeup work, some Google Classroom 
assignments such as a Google Form quiz/activity, etc.  
 
Quality of Work:  

I reserve the right to write NWR (Not Worth Reading) on an assignment and pass it back 
if I feel it is so incomplete that it cannot be graded. For any NWR assignment, I will enter a 0 in 
the gradebook. For example, turning in a single paragraph as a rough draft, or given me a couple 
sentences of a page-long assignment. There is a difference between “attempting work but not 
completing it for partial credit” and “poorly disguising the fact that you quickly put something 
down in the hopes of credit”. Any answers left blank are automatic zeros.  
 
Attendance:  
Per your student handbook, if a student has an absence he/she will be allowed to make up the 
work as long as the work is completed in the allotted amount of time (ie two days for each day 
missed). Work not turned in due to an absence must be turned in on the day returning to 
class. Unexcused absences will result in NO credit for the work done in class that day. This 
includes assessments. If a student is absent more than ten days during the semester, they 
may lose credit for the course, per CCUSD policy.  
If you are absent, YOU are responsible for finding out about any make-up work, assignments, or 
notes. If you have questions or need help with the material that was covered, you will need to 
attend office hours. If a student is absent on the day of an assessment, the student must make up 
the test in office ours within two days.  
 
School Absence Policy 
Students are responsible for contacting teachers to complete missed work. Parents can e-mail 
teachers to request homework to pick up during a student’s absence. For every day of excused 
absence, a student has two days to make up homework, classwork, quizzes, and tests (parents 
have 24 hours to contact the school to excuse the absence). Work previously assigned with a due 
date during an absence is due on the first day of his/her return to school (including suspension 
dates). Be advised that each department, which assigns extended projects, has specific deadline 



dates. All make up work from an excused absence is eligible to receive full credit if completed 
and turned in within the 2 day window. Some courses such as 
Honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate and Dual Enrollment courses have 
numerous long-term projects or portfolios, which may have absolute deadlines. Students will be 
advised of these project/portfolio deadlines in the course syllabus or on grading outlines and will 
be expected to turn in projects/portfolios prior to the designated date for credit regardless of days 
absent. Assignments, tests, quizzes not completed within the 2 day window will receive a zero. 
(Ref: Board Policy JH-R) 
 
Tardiness: 
If you come to class without your ID and have to leave to get it, you are marked tardy. If you are 
not here when I take attendance, you are marked tardy (within the bell work timeframe).  
 
Students Leaving Class: 
Passes will not be given the first ten minutes or the last ten minutes of the class period and 
students are to be gone no longer than ten minutes. Please use passing periods wisely and take 
care of personal matters. Also bring everything you need to class.  
There is a sign out sheet and bathroom/hall pass by the door.  
 
Electronic Devices: 
Classrooms are designated as ‘No Phone Zones. Cellphones, earbuds, Airpods, or any other 
electronic devices are not to be seen or used in classrooms for any reason other than teacher 
requested academic activities. Upon entry into the classroom, students should turn off and stow 
all devices in their backpacks. If I allow you use of your phone and you abuse that privilege then 
I will revise the course assignments to be a True “No Phone Zone”.  

If you bring your cellphone, earbuds, or Airpods to school and they are damaged or lost, the 
school and teacher cannot be held responsible. Recording any activities in class without the 
express permission of the teacher and other students is prohibited and subject to a discipline 
referral.  

 
Accountability: 

You are responsible for  your own work. That means turning it in, holding on to it when it 
is passed back (hold on to documents until grades are finalized), saving documents to Google, 
etc. Anything you bring to class you are responsible for keeping track of. If you bring a drink 
that is fine, but it must be properly sealed and if you spill you will clean.  

You are in charge of your own behavior, but please remember that though this is OUR 
CLASS for 55 minutes a day, it is MY CLASSROOM all day & every day. Please respect the 
class so we can have an engaging and memorable experience. I will give you warnings for 
behavior and missing work, as well as keeping the gradebook updated. In addition, if you 
continue to repeat the problem, then I will contact your parents and/or write a referral (depending 
on the severity of the problem).  
 



District Policy JK-R  
A student may be subject to disciplinary action when the student engages in any of the following 
forms of academic misconduct: 
·Lateness - For missing or leaving school or class without permission or excuse. 
·Cheating - Including but not limited to copying, using unauthorized help sheets and the like, 
illegally obtaining tests in advance, substituting for a test-taker, and other forms of unauthorized 
collusion. 
· Plagiarism - Representation of the ideas or work of another person as his/her own. 
·Collusion - Supporting malpractice by another student as in allowing one’s work to be copied or 
submitted for assessment by another. 
·Duplication of work - Presentation of the same work for different assessment components 
and/or requirements. 
·Fabrication of Data - Manufacturing data for a table, survey, or other such requirement. 
·Any behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a student and/or affects the results of another 
student. 
Cactus Shadows High School takes academic dishonesty seriously. Any violation of this policy 
will result in a zero for the assignment/assessment for a first offense, a zero for the 
assignment/assessment and short term suspension for a second offense and a loss of credit for the 
semester course (.5) and short term suspension for a third offense. 
Students who share assignment/assessment information with other students via pictures, paper or 
electronics will receive a zero on the assignment/assessment and a short term to long term 
suspension (prior academic misconduct referrals from any other school or CCUSD grade level 
will be considered). 
 
Cheating/Plagiarism: 
Under NO circumstance are students allowed to “share” answers on assignments, warm ups 
(bellwork), labs, quizzes, or tests. Additionally, students should not be in possession of other 
students’ papers. The use of textbooks or “cheat sheets” for tests or quizzes is also not permitted. 
Students will receive NO CREDIT for any of the items described above, as well as, for talking 
during a quiz or test. Whenever two people are involved in a cheating episode, BOTH the person 
providing the answer and the person receiving the answer will earn NO CREDIT. Parents will be 
notified and a referral to the appropriate administrator will be written. A second offense may 
result in a short term suspension for up to nine days, as per CCUSD policy. 
 
I am here for YOU!!! If you do not understand something, need extra help, or want 
to review, please come to me. I will make every effort to help you. You just have to let me 
know (I am not telepathic).  
 
Disclaimer: Course information listed in this syllabus is subject to change at 
the discretion of the instructor. The instructor will explain the rational for any 
variance as it occurs. 
 



Return this Page with Signatures Tomorrow 
 

I have read all pages of _____________________ syllabus and understand and 
accept the policies and procedures outlined there in. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Student Name (please print)                      Student Signature                                                  Date 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Parent(s) name(s) (please print)                                                                                                email 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Parent(s) signature(s)                                                                                                                  Date 


