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Shadows High School provides
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Lern more about how our students
can successfully complete their
EVIT experience with industry
credentials, college credit and
hands-on training, allowing them
to become competitive in the
global workforce.

Career and technical
education (CTE) provides
an important pathway to
success for high school
students and offers each
student opportunities to
personalize his or her
education based on their
career interests and
unique learning needs.
At the high school level,
CTE provides students
with opportunities to
explore a career theme
of interest while learning
a set of technical and
employability skills that
integrate into or
complement their
academic studies. The
unique element of
CTSOs (Career and
Technical Student
Organizations) in every
program provide a way
for students to learn
leadership and
professional skills

AND the opportunity to
meet and compete with
fellow students from
around the state and
country. High school CTE
is meant to connect with
and lead to
postsecondary programs
of study. These
pathways can culminate
in postsecondary
degrees, certificates,
apprenticeships, or
employment. Many of
our CTE students say
their CTE classes helped
them determine their
interest for postsecondary school, career
and more. CTE students
use their skills to pay
their way through
college, launch their
career pathway, and
make the high school
journey just a little more.
interesting.
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WH Y WE H A V E CT E
At Cactus Shadows High School we strongly believe that career and technology
education can give your child what's needed to succeed for life: technical skills,
academic skills and employability skills. In addition, career and technical
education helps students see how what they're learning applies to the needs of
employers.
CTE tracks don’t limit students to single careers. In fact, many students use these
courses as preparation before moving onto community college or university.
Typically, these qualities are at opposite ends of the education spectrum. A
teaching method is either general and versatile or specific and inflexible.
With CTE, students get the best of both worlds.
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Foundations for Career Readiness 1-2 * (Introductory course - does not count as
a CTE credit but does count as an elective) - Open to Freshman
Business Management : 2 year program
Culinary Arts: 2 year program
Digital Communications: Newspaper and Yearbook - 2 year program
Film and TV: 2 year program*
Finance: 2 year program*
Marketing - select Business Management
Software & App Design: 2 year program* (AP course option available)
Sports Medicine & Rehab Services: 2 year program plus an on-campus internship
*these programs are open to Freshman enrollment. Programs without an asterick
require Sophmore or higher status.

FOUNDATIONS FOR CAREER READINESS
Open to freshman and sophomores only, this course is offered for the entire year. The program will
focus on industry-wide college and career readiness skills including keyboarding, Microsoft excel,
Microsoft word, Power Point spreadsheets, presentation skills, writing skills, leadership and
more.Students will work on exploring more fully their areas of interest and include an overview of
several CTE programs. For the alternate semester, students will continue the career exploration with
exposure to Adobe Premiere, Photo Editor, use of phones for picture taking and editing, basic
Software/App Design concepts and more.
The goal of taking this Career Exploration class is to more fully equip our students with real-world
technical and professional skills that will be valuable whether they are College or Career bound, offer a
platform to more fully explore their interests and aptitudes, and provide a highly engaging format with a
broad overview of pathways or interest they might chose during their high school years.
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CULINARY ARTS
Students will learn the basic concepts of kitchen safety,
food handling, kitchen sanitation, balanced nutrition,
recipe use, calculations required to scale recipes up or
down, knife skills, terminology, basic equipment usage,
and basic culinary tasks including preparation of various
starches, proteins, vegetables and more. Year 2
increases the focus on more complex food and meal
preparations, baking and pastry arts, community
outreach events (such as catering and meal preparation
for various charities), and a heightened awareness of
industry specific roles in the culinary field.
CTSO: FCCLA

FI L M & T V
For students aspiring to gain industry skills in
filmmaking, photography, social media, website
content, youtube design, and more. Year 1 offers an
overview of industry terminology, basic editing and
photography, familiarization with Adobe Premiere,
Adobe Lightroom and Adobe Photo Shop. Year 2
students will create a digital portfolio and work at a
more advanced level to create short films, utilize more
advanced photo editing techniques, practice creating
marketing clips, implement use of microphones and
lighting, and work with more advanced industry
equipment in order to create more fully developed
projects. Year 3 (optional) will move into broadcast
journalism in our designated green room.
This
program has several highly successful alumni pursuing
their dreams in various Video and Film schools. A
great class for students with a passion for digital
photography, photo/video editing, social media, and
more.
CTSO: SKILLS or FBLA

DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS
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2 PATHWAYS
DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS-NEWSPAPER
Study of journalism through the creation of the Cactus Shadows Press. Classroom activities include digital
photography, interviewing, article writing, newspaper layout and design, timeline management and use of
applicable software programs such as Adobe Photo Shop, Adobe Indesign, Canva, Piktochart, WordPress
and others. Use of NikonD50 cameras is also available. Specialty staff positions in Year 2 and 3 include
advertising manager, editor for various content areas and editor-in-chief.
CTSO: SKILLS or FBLA.

DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS -YEARBOOK
The primary activity of this class is the publication of The Shadow, Cactus Shadow’s annual yearbook.
Classroom activities include digital photography, writing, layout and design, budgeting, timeline
management and use of applicable software programs such as Adobe Photoshop* and Adobe InDesign*.
Specialty staff positions in Year 2 and 3 include advertising manager, business manager, and artist.
*Students who complete the program may test for an Adobe Creative cloud certification.
CTSO: SKILLS or FBLA
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SPORTS MEDICINE
Sports Medicine will include basic knowledge of the
human body, procedures for common athletic injuries,
CPR training, etc. Year 2 will provide advanced learning
on anatomy, injury evaluation/rehabilitation, and
emergency situation training.
Year 3 offers an
internships within Cactus Shadows HS to work directly
with athletes under the supervision of the athletic
trainer. Application for this internship is required and a
minimum of 12 hours/week outside of standard school
hours is required. Internships/Work Experience outside
of Cactus Shadows may also be available.
CTSO: HOSA

BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT
The primary focus of Year 1 is to prepare students to
plan, organize and direct the functions of a business with
an emphasis on project management, management
practices., human resources. and some marketing
Students will also be working on key boarding skills,
Microsoft Office (Excel, Power Pointe, Word) and real
world work skills. Structured to prepare students to
take the Microsoft Office Specialist Industry
Certification. In Year 2 of the program, students
continue to learn and implement their work based skills
through managing the on-site Student Store. Project
based work, teamwork, leadership, cash management
and more. This class offers a combination of self-paced,
in-class instruction in addition to lectures, projects,
speakers and more.
CTSO: FBLA

SOFTWARE & APP DESIGN
(JAVA/PYTHON/WEB)
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Year 1 is an introduction to computer science with JavaScript.
Students will learn the foundations of computer science and
basic programming with an emphasis on helping students
develop logical thinking and problem solving skills. Students will
be able to program in JavaScript at the end of the year. Year 2
web design (Picasso) is a project based course that teaches
students how to build their own web pages.HTML and CSS
language and the culminating creation of a live homepage to
serve as a portfolio are the goals of this year. There may also be a
Python option. Year 3 (OPTIONAL) : Students will follow a
specialized, self-paced, in-classroom program of work
specializing in one of three tracks….Mobile Apps, Web
Development or Fundamentals of Cybersecurity. NOTE: There
is an optional AP pathway for this program for interested
students.
CTSO: FBLA

FINANCE
Year 1 is dedicated to personal finance lessons including
budgeting, credit management, debt snowball calculator,
banking, auto purchases, funding college or career, and
more. Year 2 moves into financial investment (Stock
Market game), financial planning, insurance, banking, and
related services that affect financial futures. Students
learn critical thinking, career development, applied
academics, life management, business, economics, and
leadership skills. Students will take a Technical Skills
Assessment at the end of Year 2. Students may also
chose to take the Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS)
Industry Certification exam.
CTSO: FBLA

Discover
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What is
The East Valley Institute of Technology is
one of the best resources Arizona's students
have to guarantee themselves success.
Upheld as a model for career and technical
education by the U.S. Department of
Education, EVIT provides students with the
advanced skills and training needed to
thrive in today's competitive job market.
By allowing students to earn elective credit
in more than 40 occupation-specific
programs, EVIT enhances the future of
every type of student. Most programs
prepare students for state or national
licensing or certifications, internship
opportunities and over 270 dual enrollment
college credits.

EVIT programs are tuition-free to high
school students. These students spend
half their day at EVIT for career training
and the other half at their sending high
school or home school for academics.
*Open to Junior and Seniors only.
*Students attend zero-third hour at
Cactus Shadows HS and then take
transportation to EVIT Power or EVIT
Main campus for classes until 2:30pm.
*Admission requirements - see your
counselor for planning
*For more information visit:
www.evit.com
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Kaitlyn Cross
Finance

"I appreciate having Finance as my elective since it helps you gain financial skills
for the future as you grow more and more financially independent. Finance is
one of those things that sticks with you for the rest of your life and it’s quite
important. Since there’s an opportunity to learn some of the skills Finance
teaches you, I definitely recommend taking advantage of it. The class is pretty
chill and the workload isn’t heavy. As long as you follow through, you should be
able to learn many things (even things you didn’t know at first)."

"I have been taking Computer Science at CSHS for 2 years now and I love the
Computer Science Program. I love Computer Science because coding and
knowing how to operate a computer is going to be a vital skill for almost anyone
looking for a job in the future. I have heard some people say that programming
will be the next language of the future and that it will be as important as
knowing how to read and write. I also love Computer Science because it is a way
for me to connect to others. Not only are the people in the CSHS Computer
Science class amazing people to be friends with but they are also a huge help
when it comes to the class. I believe anyone who even considers taking the
Computer Science (Software App) class at CSHS should definitely enroll."

Olivia Shine
Film & TV

Ian Walford
Software/App Design

“After spending 2 years in the TV/Film course at CSHS, I have learned a lot
about different aspects of film. I’ve become familiar with the Adobe programs,
like Premiere Pro and After Effects, and enjoy learning about them. Going to
film is always a highlight of my day and I hope it can be a good experience for
others hoping to pursue it! I plan to pursue film as a career, so I found the course
extremely informative. I’d definitely recommend it because it’s a great way to
explore the film industry."

Cactus Shadows High School

