
Extending the Novel  
Salt to the Sea 

 
 

Instructions: 
The following pages have extended activities and projects meant to enhance your 
understanding and analysis of the novel.  Specifically, there are activities on: 

 

Character 
Themes, Motifs, & Conflict 

Structure, Form, & Style 
Setting 

 
 
You will complete three (3) activities.  Your choices can be any activity from any page.  
However: 
 

- Your first activity must be from the selections marked 1 or 2 

- Your second activity must be from the selections marked 3 or 4 

- And, your third activity must be from the selections marked 5 or 6   

 

Assessment: 
Each activity or project will have two different assessments: 
 

The Rubric of Quality for each activity 

The Voice Rubric for your over-all work 
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~ CHARACTER ~ 

 
REMEMBERING: 

1. Choose one of the four major characters (Joana, Florian, Emilia, or Alfred) and complete a “Fakebook” 
page for that character.  Be sure to provide as much detail as possible, including experiences, friends, 
etc. 
 

Helpful Resource: *See me for a special handout. 
                                           Website: “Fakebook” link: <https://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page> 
 

 
UNDERSTANDING: 

2. In a novel, character is everything, and there are eight (8) ways authors use to reveal character.  
Choose two of the four main characters (Joana, Florian, Emilia, or Alfred) and demonstrate the eight 
ways the author reveals these two characters, using only text evidence from the novel. 
 

Helpful Resource: *See me for a special handout. 
 

 
APPLYING: 

3. Choose one of the four major characters (Joana, Florian, Emilia, or Alfred) and provide answers to a    
personality questionnaire, being sure to use text evidence to support your answers.  
 

Helpful Resource: *See me for a special handout. 
 
 

ANALYZING: 
4. Supporting characters play essential roles in literature, as they help to advance both the story and the 
themes, as well as assist in the development of the main character.  Choose two of the four supporting 
characters (Ingrid, the blind woman, “Sorry” Eva, Heinz, the Shoe Poet, or Klaus, the 6-year old boy), and 
in a detailed paragraph, examine how each supporting character helps to develop a main character. 
 
 

EVALUATING: 
5. Alfred considers himself a hero (p. 179).  Is he, though? Google Joseph Campbell’s Mythic Structure of 
the Hero’s Journey.  Using a Venn Diagram, compare Alfred’s heroic journey in the novel to Campbell’s 
information.  Is Alfred a hero? 
 
 

CREATING: 
6a. Choose one of the four major characters (Joana, Florian, Emilia, or Alfred) and create a series of 
Haiku Poems that synthesize the life of that character and their journey, from the beginning of the novel to 
the end.  Create at least 12 poems. 
 

Helpful Resource: *See me for a special handout. 
 

- OR - 
 
6b. The Shoemaker’s Wisdom: create an illustrated book that expresses his personal philosophies, his 
wisdoms, and his views on life.  Use examples from the novel to illustrate how his humble offerings 
affected other characters in the story. 

 
Helpful Resource: Website:  Storybird < https://storybird.com/> 
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~ THEMES, MOTIFS, & CONFLICT ~ 
 

REMEMBERING: 
1. In four sentences, summarize the entire story of the novel. 
 

Helpful Resource: The Precis Summary Template. 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING: 
2. Select your favorite character.  Brainstorm and search for words and text passages associated with 
that character.  Next, identify an object that would serve as an appropriate symbol for that character, a 
symbol that represents that character’s trait.  Make a word art, using the words and text passages to 
make a symbolic image of your favorite character.  
 
Helpful Resource: Website: Tagxedo < http://www.tagxedo.com/> 
 
 

APPLYING: 
3. Choose one of the four major characters (Joana, Florian, Emilia, or Alfred).  Organize a scrapbook 
album biography that portrays the character and their relationship to the possible theme(s) of the novel.  
Be sure to include at least 12 photos and/or items.  Be sure to include descriptions of all items. 
 

Helpful Resource: Possible Themes: “Adversity must be overcome” / “What goes around, comes 
                                          around” / “The importance of family” / “Triumph of the human spirit” / “Location 
                                          as identity” / “The tragedies of war” / “The inescapable past” / “Compassion as 

                             heroic” / “The burden of secrets” / “There are no random acts in life” /  
                             “The inner struggle of hope” / “The importance of companionship” /  
                             “It is possible to survive against all odds” 

 
 

ANALYZING: 
4. Research and create a readers guide that illustrates the conflicts between the major characters and 
historical events and situations.  Include information about specific events and how they influenced the 
characters’ lives.  
 

Helpful Resource: Events & Situations: Nemmersdorf (p. 19); Germany invading Russia in 1941  
                                          (p.21); Nazi plundering of art (p.44); Operation Hannibal (p. 65); 
                                          Nazi Concentration Camps (p.118); Hitler Youth (p. 135); 
                                          Kinderlaudverschickung (p. 182) 
 
 

EVALUATING: 
5. Florian, Joana, and Emilia have fears of their past.  Write a psychiatrist’s medical evaluation of each 
character, giving your opinion of how they are each victims of Sippenhaft (p. 243).  Be sure to provide at 
least three (3) text examples (for each character) to support your opinions. 
 
 

CREATING: 
6. Emilia talks of the Polish legend of the Sleeping Mountain King and his Brave Knights (p. 17) and 
connects the legend to Florian.  Write an original legend/story for Joana and explain the connection 
between your story and Joana. 
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~ STRUCTURE, FORM, & STYLE ~ 
 

REMEMBERING: 
1. The author employs a great deal of figurative language in the novel.  Create a chart showing the 
author’s use of metaphor, simile, and personification.  Be sure to provide page numbers with each of your 
text examples.  You should have at least five (5) examples of each figurative language. 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING: 
2. Illustrate (with pictures & text) the detailed plot structure for the entire novel.   

 
Helpful Resource: Website: An Online Resource Guide to Freytag’s Pyramid  
                             <https://www.quickbase.com/articles/an-online-resource-guide-to-freytags- 
                             pyramid> 

 
 

APPLYING: 
3. One reason this novel is so engaging is that it is written in a 1st Person Point-of-View (POV), from four 
different points-of-view.  Would this novel be as engaging if written in 3rd Person?  Experiment by re-
writing any 10 consecutive chapters in 3rd Person Omniscient POV or 3rd Person Limited POV. 
 

Helpful Resource: Website: The Ultimate Point of View Guide: Third Person Omniscient vs.  
                                          Third Person Limited vs. First Person < https://thewritepractice.com/point-of- 
                                          view-guide/> 
 
 

ANALYZING: 
4. We are all familiar with the sinking of the Titanic, with the loss of 1,157 souls.  Many of us are also 
familiar with the sinking of the Lusitania, with 1,191 souls lost.  However, before the publication of this 
novel, very few had even heard of the Wilhelm Gustloff, let alone knowing how many souls were lost 
(9,343).  Create an Infographic that identifies the reasons why we know about the Titanic and Lusitania, 
but not the Wilhelm Gustloff. 
 
 

EVALUATING: 
5. Create an illustrated timeline showing major and minor events in the life of one of the four major 
characters (Joana, Florian, Emilia, or Alfred).  Create a second illustrated timeline predicting things that 
character might have wanted to do or accomplish had their story moved differently. 
 
 

CREATING: 
6. Research and design a brochure that effectively prepares the reader for all the important information 
they would need to know about this novel. 
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~ SETTING ~ 
 

REMEMBERING: 
1. Draw a map of all the locations mentioned in the story.  Show the travel path for all the major 
characters. 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING: 
2. Construct a chart listing these story locations: Kaunas, Nemmersdorf, Tilsit, Konigsburg, Frauenberg, 
Vistula Spit, Gotenhafen, Bornholm, Sassnitz, Kiel.    Label to which character this place is important.  
Then, briefly summarize why this place is important to that character. 
 
 

APPLYING: 
3. Before (and during) World War II, the Nazis looted and plundered art from across Europe.  Considering 
the systematic theft, deliberate destruction, and miraculous survival of Europe’s art treasures, write an 
essay that examines why does art, such as the Amber Room, have such power over individuals?  How 
does Florian view his theft of theft of the swan to be his revenge against Hitler? 
 

Helpful Resource: Film: The Monuments Men (2014). 
 
 

ANALYZING: 
4. Setting is psychological.  Each character in the novel faces multiple struggles where they have to go 
into “survivor mode” in order to endure the extreme hardship(s).  Choose one of the four major characters 
(Joana, Florian, Emilia, or Alfred) and identify the hardships they went through and how they survived.  
Then, research a real-life example of someone (in World War II or The Holocaust) who survived an 
extreme hardship.  Write a comparison essay between your character and the real-life person and what 
they did to survive.  Be sure to define what “survivor mode” means. 
 

Helpful Resource: (Google): “Stories of Children Who Survived The Holocaust.” 
 
 

EVALUATING: 
5. Notice that the entire outcome of this story rested on one decision: to go left to the Port of Gotenhafen, 
or to go right to the Port of Pillau (p. 146.).  Write an essay that evaluates what the outcome would have 
been if everyone had turned “right.  What choice would you have made?  Explain why. 
 
 

CREATING: 
6. Create a film script (in proper Hollywood format) that visualizes pages 329-363. Remember that movies 
are meant to be seen and heard, so be sure to emphasize these elements in your script. 
 

Helpful Resource: Website: Hollywood Script Express.com 
                              < https://www.hollywoodscriptexpress.com/screenplay_format.html> 

 
 
 


