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Rhetorical Précis* 
(*as created by Micah Jendian) 
 

Like a miniature portrait of the text, a rhetorical précis differs from a summary in that it is a less neutral, more 

analytical condensation of both the content and method of the original text.  If you think of a summary as primarily a 

brief representation of what a text says, then you might think of the rhetorical précis as a brief representation of what 

a text both says and does.  Although less common than a summary, a rhetorical précis is a particularly useful way to 

sum up your understanding of how a text works rhetorically (Reading Rhetorically 62). 

 

IMPORTANT: WRITE YOUR PRECIS ON A SEPARATE SHEET.  DO NOT TURN IN THIS 
TEMPLATE! 

 

THE STRUCTURE OF A RHETORICAL PRÉCIS 
Sentence One:  Name of author, genre, and title of work, date in parentheses; a rhetorically active verb; and a THAT 

clause containing the major assertion or thesis in the text. 

 

Sentence Two:  An explanation of how the author develops and supports the thesis. 

 

Sentence Three:  A statement of the author’s apparent purpose, followed by an “in order to” phrase. 

 

Sentence Four: A description of the intended audience and/or the relationship the author establishes with the 

audience. 

 

RHETORICAL PRÉCIS SENTENCE STARTERS 
 

Sentence One (Who/What?) 
 

__________________________ in the ________________ , ________________________________ ,  
                        (Author)                                                      (A)                    (Title) 
 

__________________________ that ____________________________________________________ 
                           (B)     
 

__________________________________________________________________________________. 
 

Sentence Two (How?)   
 

_________________________ supports his/her ___________________ by ____________________ 
              (Author’s Last Name)                                                                    (B)                                                  (C) 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sentence Three (Why?) 
 

The author’s purpose is to __________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                       (D)   
 

__________________________________ in order to / so that ______________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________. 

 
Sentence Four (To Whom?) 

The author writes in ____________________tone for ____________________________________. 
                                                    (E)                                                                           (audience) 

Word Bank, with possibilities, on the other side! 
 



Word Bank  
A B C D E 

article 

book 

review 

essay 

column 

editorial 

speech 

story 

novel 

play 

film 

video 

 

acknowledges  

advises  

affirms  

agrees  

alleges  

analyzes 

argues  

asserts  

attacks  

cites 

claims  

compares 

confirms  

considers  

contends  

contradicts 

contrasts  

defends  

defines 

demonstrates  

denies  

depicts  

describes  

disagrees  

disputes  

emphasizes  

employs 

estimates  

evaluates  

explains  

explores 

expresses  

hypothesizes  

illustrates  

implies  

investigates 

justifies  

maintains 

mandates  

proclaims  

proposes  

proves  

questions  

rationalizes 

recognizes 

recommends  

recounts  

refuses  

rejects  

relates 

reports 

represents  

speculates  

states  

stresses  

sustains  

validates  

 

acknowledging  

advising 

affirming 

agreeing 

alleging 

analyzing 

arguing 

asserting 

attacking 

citing 

claiming  

comparing 

confirming 

considering 

contending 

contradicting 

contrasting 

defending 

defining 

demonstrating  

denying 

depicting 

describing  

disagreeing 

disputing 

emphasizing  

employing 

estimating 

evaluating 

explaining 

exploring 

expressing  

hypothesizing  

illustrating 

implying 

investigating 

justifying 

maintaining 

mandating  

proclaiming 

proposing 

proving 

questioning  

rationalizing 

recognizing 

recommending  

recounting 

refusing 

rejecting 

relating 

reporting 

representing  

speculating 

stating 

stressing  

sustaining 

validating 

 

show 

point out 

suggest 

inform 

persuade 

convince 

demonstrate 

refute 

illustrate 

portray 

explain 

evaluate 

formal 

informal 

sarcastic 

humorous 

condescending 

contemptuous 

passionate 

serious 

lighthearted 

satirical 

 

 

 


